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November 22, 2017 is the 54th anniversary of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s assassination.

My Verbal Altercation With 
Lee Harvey Oswald

      
 by President Donald L. Wagoner

In the summer of 1963, I was a student at the University of Kentucky in Lexington.  I was living 
at my fraternity Delta Tau Delta, Delta Epsilon Chapter House with only four other brothers. 
One, from Louisville, had just transferred from Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana, be-

cause of high tuition costs.
     Several days later I talked to him about the popular Dixieland jazz, and the tasty seafood and 
Cajun meals in New Orleans. He remarked that he had not said goodbye to everybody and also needed to go back to get 
a grade straightened out.  I replied that I had recently bought a MGA sports car and wanted to enjoy some road time on 
it.  So, if he paid for the gasoline, I would drive to New Orleans, provided he would show me the good spots for Dixie-
land jazz and seafood.  We could stay at the Tulane Delta House for free.
     When the 1963 summer second semester ended, off we went to the “Big Easy.”  The first night we decided to go to 
the Louis Armstrong Club in the French Quarter, hoping the famous musician would be performing. We took the trolley 
car from Tulane to Canal Street where we crossed into Bourbon Street in the French Quarter. About a half block down 
Bourbon Street we encountered a man handing out “Fair Play For Cuba” leaflets.  The fellow was Lee Harvey Oswald, 
the to-be alleged assassin of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. He was standing to our left as we walked down Bour-
bon Street. He approached me with a leaflet pushing it toward my face. I grabbed the leaflet by jerking it from his hand. 
He replied “Hey!”  We stopped and I read it. The leaflet greatly offended me talking about his perceived merits of com-
munism and how sad the Republic of the United States of America was in comparison.  
     I confronted Oswald and called him a “running dog communist heathen,” followed by nine or ten profane words I will 
not repeat here. I wanted to go punch him in the face. He only stood there and smiled at me.  Mel, my fraternity brother, 
reminded me that we came to the Quarter to hear good music and have good seafood - not to fist fight. I rolled the leaflet 
into a ball and threw it at Oswald.  The leaflet fell in front of his feet. He retrieved it 
saying “you shouldn’t litter the street.”  I replied, “Maybe I should start cleaning it up 
with you.”  He stood there looking at me. We departed to Louis Armstrong’s Club. The 
famous trumpet player was not there, yet there were plenty of good musicians on hand. I 
soon calmed down from my brush with Lee Harvey Oswald.
     This story does not end here – there were more unusual coincidences. When I was 
fifteen years old and visiting my grandfather Wagoner with my parents, he asked me 
what I planned to do in life.  I told him I planned to be a U.S. Air Force officer.  As we 
were walking to the car to depart, he called me back and told me that I would be the 
U.S. President’s pilot of Air Force One.  Then in January, 1961, I was in the University 
of Kentucky “Marching 100 Band” as a trumpet player in President John F. Kennedy’s 
inauguration parade in Washington, D.C. as part of Kentucky participants. In 1963, I met 
Lee Harvey Oswald in New Orleans nearly getting into a fight with him. In 1971, I was 

Lee Harvey Oswald
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Meeting time and place: Bluegrass Hospice Care Navigators on Oddville 
Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear entrance. 
Nov. 16 - Antiques Road Show with Bobby Lake. He will 
appraise one item per person. appraise one item per person. appraise one item per
December, January, February - no meeting
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

October 26 Meeting Program

                      New Members
Beth Wright, Berry, Ky.

On this month that includes Veterans’ 
Day, I would like to salute the veterans of 
Harrison County. As Philip Naff has been 
writing about all this 100th anniversary 
year, WWI was very much a part of the 

Harrison County homefront, with many men and women vol-
unteering, and with civilian support by the Red Cross and other 
initiatives. The Museum column reminds us this month of the 
important contributions of African Americans in the Civil War. 
We should this Thanksgiving remember the contributions of 
veterans. Reminder: After November, there will be no more After November, there will be no more Af
Historical Society meetings until March 2018.

Vice President Julie W. Muth called the meeting to 
order in absence of President Don Wagoner. The offer 
from the Nature Conservancy to take possession of 
the Griffith Family mausoleum was discussed. No 
action was taken, however it was the consensus of 
those present that this was something the Historical 
Society probably should not take on. Chris Browning, 
a professor at Maysville College, presented a program 
on women and their role in WWI. He mentioned the 
unit from Good Samaritan Hospital that included 
Harrison County natives Forrest Faulkner (Faulconer) 
and Edith Hanna, who grew up in the Rutland area. 

HCHS Membership - Send $10 (digital newsletter) or 
$12 (mailed newsletter) to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, 
KY 41031, enclose name, address, phone, email.

(Below) Judge-Executive Alex Barnett, center, gave visiting author 
Dr. George Karvel (left), from Minnesota, and his cousin Rob-
ert Snell a tour of the courthouse. Dr. Karvel recently published 
“Kentucky Raider,” which includes the Second Battle of Cynthi-
ana. At that battle Morgan captured General Edward Hobson and 
his order book at Keller’s Bridge, which has been handed down in 
Karvel’s and Snell’s family. It is pictured on the table. The visitors 
were being given a tour of Cynthiana Civil War sites by Cynthiana 
Battlefields Foundation board members Darryl Smith and Bill A. 
Penn. Dr. Karvel presented a photocopy of the order book to the 
Historical Society and Museum.
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Kenny Simpson, Curator

Mailing address:
Cyn-HCo Museum
PO 557
Cynthiana, Ky. 41031

CIVIL WAR ENROLLMENT OF AFRICAN 
AMERICANS IN HARRISON COUNTY, KY. 

Lincoln authorized 
the use of African 
American troops in 
late 1862, but did 
not permit recruit-
ing within Kentucky’s 
borders because of 
widespread opposi-
� on and a general 
outcry from slave 
owners.

By 1864, many Har-
rison County blacks 
ran away a� er the 
Conscrip� on Act of 
February 24, 1864, 
which permi� ed the 
enlistment of free 
blacks and slaves in 
Kentucky. They be-
came free upon be-
ing mustered into the 
service. A later provi-
sion freed their fami-
lies too. 

Enrolled by the 6th 
District Provost     

Marshal’s offi  ce in Harrison 
County were 292 slaves and 
19 free colored persons, a 
total of 311 eligible for dra� -
ing or voluntary enlistment 
under military orders. Of this 
total, African American en-
listments, credited to Harri-
son County through Decem-
ber 1864, was 396, which 
indicates approximately 85 
had already volunteered.  
The actual total Harrison 
County African Americans 
who gave service are un-
known, for some enlisted in 
other states. 

A slave owner com-
plained in a le� er:
“The Negroes have all en-
listed; our last one has got 
to be a soldier, in fact there 
is only one Negro man or 
boy le�  within 5 miles of 
[Havilandsville].” 

At least 28 joined the 
117th United States 
Colored Infantry at 
Covington, Kentucky. 
A few others joined 
the 100th (par� cipat-
ed in Ba� le of Nash-
ville), 109th, and 
118th. Some joined 
the 124th USCI at 
Camp Nelson.  One  
joined the U. S. Navy. 
The African American 
response to the dra�  
was a clear success.

Source: William A. Penn, Kentucky Rebel 
Town: The Battles of Cynthiana and Har-
rison County. Black soldier enrollment 
records are in the Kentucky Sixth District 
Provost Marshal records at the National 
Archives - Atlanta. Illustration from Web.

Below is one of several panels in the Museum interpreting the Civil War in Harrison County
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Note: Following is nineth in a series featuring regional libraries and their genealogy and local history collections. The information 
below was written and submitted by the library or from the library’s web site.

Bracken County Public Library, Brooksville, Ky.
http://www.brackenlibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/library.BCPL/
Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri - 9 am to 5 pm
Wed - 9 am to 8 pm
Sat - 9 am to 1 pm
Address:310 West Miami Street
Brooksville, KY 41004

DOCUMENT SERVICES
Copies and Printing:
Black & White   ......................  $0.10/side
Color  ......................................  $0.30/side
Faxes: (cover page no charge)
Fax (Incoming)  .....................  $0.10/side
Fax (Outgoing)  .....................  $0.50/side
Scan to Email
Max 10 pages   ...............................  FREE

Bracken County, Ky., marriage records, census, wills, cem-
eteries, and so forth: See http://kykinfolk.com/bracken/. This 
information is available using the library’s computers or at-
home computers. The Bracken County Historical Society has 
many publications on local history.

Bracken County Historical Society
Web site: 
http://brackencountyhistory.weebly.com/
Bracken County Historical Society                             
P.O. Box 307, 
Brooksville, Kentucky 41004 
Phone:   (606) 735-3337       
Office hours are:
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Location:    Old Jail Building on the
 Courthouse Square in Brooksville, KY
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HARRISON COUNTY COMMUNITY AERIAL PHOTOS/MAPS SERIES
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Broadwell, Ky. History:  “Asbury Broadwell 
(1791-1843) a Cynthiana merchant, acquired land 
at the junction of the present US 62 and the Russell 
Cave Rd. (Ky. 353) and in 1833 opened a store and 
post office. By the 1880s the store was gone and the 
post office closed September 1900.” Mt. Pleasant 
Church was destroyed by a tornado. The village was 
also called Broadwell Crossing. (Robert M. Rennick, 
Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, 
p. 64)

Google Earth

Map by Bill Penn

Russell Cave Road

Mt. Pleasant
Church site.  
(No cemetery)

To Cynthiana US 27

US 62 to Georgetown

Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Museum

(above) Approximate 
site of the McMillan/
Amende House. 
(left) site of Griffith 
Tavern, which was 
taken down and 
rebuilt in Clark 
County.

Bill
Text Box
Photos, Bill Penn, 1976
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HARRISON COUNTY COMMUNITY AERIAL PHOTOS/MAPS SERIES

LEESBURG, KY.
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Google Earth

http://www.havilandsville.com/

US 62 - to Georgetown

Church photos Denny Lipscombe

US 62 to Cynthiana -
 10 miles

Leesburg, Ky. History:  “The crossroads of US 62 
ten miles southwest of Cynthiana was first settled 
by William Elliott Boswell (1770-1828) of Lees-
burg, Va. It was first known as Boswell’s Cross-
roads, but the first post office, established 1817, was 
called Leesburgh. By 1893 the spelling changed to 
Leesburg. The post office closed in 1917.” (Robert M. 
Rennick, Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, 
Vol. 2 1994, p. 63)

Connersville 
Pike Hwy 1842

Newtown Pike Hwy 1842

Leesburg Christian Church

Nazarene Baptist 
Church

Site of St. John A.M.E. 
Church and cemetery 
- 45 graves.

Map by Bill Penn
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assigned to the 89th Military Airlift Wing as Chief of Administration and Headquarters Squadron Commander,  jobs 
I held for four years, at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. The 89th Military Airlift Wing flew Air Force One and 
22 other aircraft for the President, Vice President, Cabinet members, U.S. Senate and House members and Supreme 
Court.  By this time, the plane with tail number 26000 was the President’s back-up plane.  It was President Kennedy’s 
“Air Force One.” Number 27000 was Air Force One for President Nixon. The “Air Force One” pilot’s office was four 
doors down the hallway on the same side as mine. Grandfather Wagoner’s prediction was close.
     In October, 1975, I cross-trained to change my career specialty to become a special agent of the Air Force Office 
of Special Investigations. Our mission was to conduct the felony, criminal and fraud investigations, the counter-intel-
ligence missions, anti-sabotage investigations, protective services and anti-terrorism operations. The first training out-
side of our academy was by the U.S. Secret Service. Later, units I commanded from time to time augmented the U.S. 
Secret Service to protect the U.S. President and Vice President. One thing they taught us was to never divert from our 
main route of travel into an area when you had to slow down in front of tall buildings, which happened on Kennedy’s 
parade route in Dallas.
     I have a family connection to President Kennedy. My great grandmother was Sarah Harney who married my great 
grandfather James Samuel Luckey. Their daughter, Della Elizabeth Luckey, married my grandfather Henry Harrison 
Wagoner.  A Harney relative went to Tipperary, Ireland to research where our Harney family originated. The Tipperary 
mayor came to her hotel and met her in the lobby and told her that he had some information on the family and to come 
to his office the next morning, which she did promptly. There, he had stacks of family charts that showed the Harneys, 
the Herringtons, and Fitzgeralds intermarrying for over 300 years. When the Harney family married into the Fitzger-
alds, an offspring was the mother of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. This makes me a blood kin distant cousin. 
What a shock.        Continued on p. 8

Kennedy assassination scene - Dallas, Texas.  Source: http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/dealey.htm
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     Thus, a blood related cousin of President Kennedy got into a verbal altercation with Lee Harvey Oswald in New Or-
leans, two months and three weeks before Oswald allegedly killed the President.
    It is haunting that beside my grandfather’s predictions, I was in President Kennedy’s inauguration parade, and that I was 
in the in the 89th Military Airlift Wing and a special agent. Was I in New Orleans to engage in a fight with Lee Harvey 
Oswald for him to kill me or me kill him?  If he did kill President Kennedy, then our history would have been greatly dif-
ferent, since Oswald or I would have been dead and the other in prison. Either way, President Kennedy would have been 
alive. Who knows?   
     In closing, a Cynthiana fellow took on Lee Harvey Oswald, the alleged assassin of President Kennedy, in an argument 
on Bourbon Street in New Orleans.  Could I have changed history?

Oswald continued from p. 7



 Winning W rld War I  
In 1917 the U.S. joined the Allies to win what would become known as World War I. The citizens of 

Harrison County served on the battle front and helped out on the home front. These are their stories. 

November 2017                              Visit www.WinningWorldWarI.com to learn more                              Issue 06 

 
 

How to Email or Text Message during the First World War 
 

 
 
Above:  A humorous postcard from the collection of the author.  Do you have any 
postcards from Harrison County servicemen of World War I.  Even if you don’t, 
it is possible to own a piece of World War I history for a very modest sum by going 
online (Ebay) or attending local postcard shows in near your home or in your 
region. 

 
by Philip Naff 

harrisoncountykyus@gmail.com 
~ 

 “What!?!,” you say.  “Impossible!,” 
you mutter.  How could they have 
emailed or texted, you st…st…stutter. 
     It is a fact and the story is true, the 
technology does go back a century or 
two! 
     Americans were late in gearing up 
to go to a war that began three years 
earlier, but they already had a powerful 
and proven communications 
technology at their disposal.  It was 
much like Twitter, in that it was limited 
to just so many words.  It was 
definitely flatscreen, just like today’s 
smartphones.  The service was, believe 
it or not, totally wireless, and 
“hotspots” wouldn’t be hard to find; 
there were already plenty of those on 
the Western Front.  Best of all, it could 
actually be free, but only for those who 
signed up for the U.S. Army, Navy, or 
Marines. 
     What was this technology?  Well, 
you’ve probably already guessed it.  It 
was the old-fashioned postcard. 
     If you had one like that pictured to 
the left, the only software needed was a 
soft-leaded no. 2 pencil.  Keyboard? 
No clicking of the keys was necessary, 
just a few ticks in the right boxes was 
all it took.  Tongue-tied?  No licking of 
stamps was required; all soldier’s mail 
was post-paid. 
     And what if you needed to send 
something to the Germans to give 
them something to think about on a 
dull and dreary wintery day?  That was 
possible, too … and just about any old 
howitzer would do! 

http://www.winningworldwari.com/
mailto:harrisoncountykyus@gmail.com
Bill
Text Box
9
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A New Way of Experiencing War on the Home Front 

 

 
 

Vietnam brought us war on television, sometimes live, sometimes uncensored.  Nowadays images from the war 
theater can be seen on computers, smart phones, and tablets, broadcast live not only by reporters of established 
news organizations but even possibly by streaming video from the individual combatants themselves.  But a 
century ago censored black & white films such as that advertised above and  shown in the local movie theater were 
about as “live” an experience as a civilian on the homefront could get. (The Cynthiana Democrat, Oct. 18, 1917). 

Bill
Text Box
10


