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BYPASS PLANNING UNCOVERED 
CIVIL WAR SITE AT CAMP FRAZER

*************

State Archaeology Report Lists Contents of 
Previously Unknown Farmstead Site

Used for Military Supplies and Hospital
Bill Penn

Archaeologists located the foundation and cellar of a brick building used by the Union Army at Camp 
Frazer for quartermaster supplies and hospital.  The site is now covered by the Cynthiana bypass.

Continued on page 7
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Meeting time and place: Bluegrass Hospice Care Navigators on 
Oddville Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor 
rear entrance. 

Oct. 26 - Chris Browning, professor of history, 
Maysville Community College, will speak on WWI.
Nov. 16 - Antiques Road Show with Bobby Lake.
December - no meeting.
January - February 2018 - no meeting
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

September 2September 2September 8 Meeting Program

                      New Members
Teresa Stinson, Cynthiana, Ky.

Braxton Browning (student member), Berry, Ky.
Charles E. Browning, Berry, Ky.

November 11, 2017, is Veteran’s Day. 2017 
is the 100th anniversary of the US enter-
ing WWI or known as “The Great War.” If 
you had a relative who served in WWI, you 
might want to place a small US flag in the 

ground at the front of their grave monument.
     While there, you could place flags at monuments of those 
who served at any time. Remember, some of these veterans 
“stood tall and took the fall” for the US and its people. Thank 
you for caring.

The meeting opened with the minutes and treasurer’s 
report. President Wagoner then explained the field  explained the field  explained
trip plans to Ft. Harrod in Harrodsburg. Oct. 14.  
Dolly Ritchie with the CHS Alumni Assoc. and Pres. 
Wagoner discussed the possibility of jointly erecting a 
sign for Marshall School. It will be brought up at the 
June 2018 CHS Alumni reunion. Pres. Wagoner read 
an email from the Nature Conservancy offering the 
HCHS a quick-claim deed to 1/4 acre of the Griffith 
Tavern property containing the family mausoleum. 
No action was taken and the offer will be reviewed. 
Program: George Karvel, author of “Kentucky 
Raider,” discussed his CSA ancestor Commodore 
Pery Snell, who was given Gen. Ed. Hobson’s order 
book after the Second Battle of Cynthiana. (Earlier in 
the day Karvel was given a tour of Civil War sites in 
Cynthiana by the Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation 
members Darryl Smith and Bill Penn.). Dr. Karvel 
had a book signing after the meeting.

Restoration of the Former Barlow Methodist 
Church’s Cemetery, northern Harrison County, is in 
need of money and people-power to cut and remove trees 
and resurrect fallen gravestones. Contact Paul Whalen, PO 
22, Ft. Thomas 41075, or 859-466-3450. This cemetery is 
located on Barlow Road that runs between US 60 to the east 
and Sunrise-Oddville Road to the west.. Visit their Facebook 
page: Barlow Methodist Cemetery Association

HCHS Membership - Send $10 (digital newsletter) or 
$12 (mailed newsletter) to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, 
KY 41031, enclose name, address, phone, email.

Handy House to be Demolished 

Quoted from the Cynthiana Democrat, Oct 5, 2017: “At [the Oct. 3] Cyn-
thiana Commission meeting, Mayor James Smith notified the commis-
sion that he and County Judge-Executive Alex Barnett had agreed to 
take action on the July, 2016 authorization to move forward with the 
demolition of the Handy House by Salvage Nation. ”



Harrison Heritage News – October 2017 (Volume 18, No. 10)   3

Kenny Simpson, Curator

Mailing address:
Cyn-HCo Museum
PO 557
Cynthiana, Ky. 41031

MUSEUM SPOTLIGHTS 
LOCAL ARTIST
DONALD HILL

The Cynthiana/Harrison County Mu-
seum, as a prelude to the annual “Ar-
tober Festival” held on October 7th, 
hosted a woodburning demonstration 
by local artist Donald Hill.  Donald 
has been a dedicated volunteer at the 
Museum and has served for many 
years on the Board of Directors 
for the Cynthiana/Harrison County 
Trust, Inc. which maintains the Mu-
seum.  He is responsible for many 
displays and artifacts that can be 
found in the Museum.  The covered 
bridge displayed in our table model 
of a section of Cynthiana before 
1900 was carved by Mr. Hill from 
actual wood taken from the original 
bridge that crossed the South Licking 
going south on US #27.  He carved 
the model to match the scale of the 
buildings that Mr. Harold Slade had 
established.  Many comments are 
made by visitors about Mr. Hill’s 
attention to detail.  In addition to the 
smaller model, Donald has created a 
larger model of the bridge that is on 
display next to other renditions of 
that landmark.  His model is crafted 
to scale based on the actual dimen-
sions of the original bridge.  A sec-
tion of the side is removed so as to 
view the construction of the original 
bridge.  On display is an actual photo 
taken, looking into the bridge, which 
attests to the remarkable skill of Mr. 
Hill in authentically reproducing the 
wooden model.   
     The talent of Donald Hill doesn’t 
stop with reproducing wooden 

models. He has used his skills to repair 
artifacts that have been donated to the 
Museum.  His ability for solving puzzles 
has been a real asset to the Museum when 
questionable artifacts come in requiring 
manipulation of various parts in order to 
understand what purpose they served. 
     However, the special talent featured 
during his demonstration was his skill at 
wood burning.  On display were draw-
ings of various subjects (deer, dogs, fish, 
children, flowers, horses, barns, bridges, 
water pumps, mills, etc.) that had been 
burned into wooden plaques and vari-
ous wooden objects.  His ability to burn 
scenes on almost any wooden object 
is truly remarkable!  The Museum has 
on permanent display a wooden rolling 
pin, wooden spoon, wooden thimble and 
wooden toothpick with the image of the 
covered bridge burned on to it!   
     During his demonstration Mr. Hill 
encouraged onlookers to try their hand 
at burning an image on pieces of balsam 
wood that he had brought with him.  With 
his guidance a few lovely flowers were 
created with shading and coloring.  In 
addition to guiding folks to be creative, 
Donald fielded questions from a few visi-
tors who, themselves, were woodburners.  
Techniques and types of tools used were 

discussed, as well as how to preserve 
the creations once completed. 
     When asked how long he had 
been involved in woodburning, 
Donald shared that he took it up in 
the early 1970s.   But, he had always 
loved drawing and sharing his talent.   
When further questioned about his 
childhood and life in Harrison, Mr. 
Hill responded that he was born on 
May 5, 1933.  He attended Sunrise 
and Berry schools.  He was involved 
in farming prior to entering the Army 
in 1953.  Donald was stationed at 
Fort Knox and Fort Benning before 
being discharged in 1955.  Following 
his Army experience, Donald briefly 
worked for the L &N Railroad before 
going to work with Webber Farms.  
He worked at Webber’s for 38 years.  
In 1958 Donald married Stella 
Whitaker.  They had three sons, 
Dwayne, Shannon and Jonathan.  
     If you missed seeing Donald 
during his demonstration, you might 
catch him on Saturday afternoons 
when he stops by to pick up his wife, 
Stella who faithfully volunteers 
at the Museum.  If observant you 
could spot him in the mornings at a  
fast food restaurant.  He will be the 
person drawing on his placemat or 
napkin. 
     To really appreciate Donald’s 
talent and willingness to be a true 
friend of the Museum, be on the 
lookout for some of our “MUSEUM 
ROCKS” hidden throughout the 
town which Donald created.  So far 
we have had five discovered and 
returned to the Museum for a prize.  
We truly appreciate Donald (and 
Stella).

Donald Hill, right, discussing his woodburning 
techniques with Kenny Simpson. Photo, KarenBear.
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Genealogically Speaking...... 
       By President Donald Wagoner

Note: Following is seventh in a series featuring regional libraries and their genealogy and local history collections. The informa-
tion below was written and submitted by the library or from the library’s web site.

Grant County Public Library, Williamstown, Ky.
The Grant County Public Library has 1271 holdings in our Kentucky History Room. These include books, 
yearbooks for Williamstown Independent and Grant County High School, Birth & Death records, Microfilm 
of Williamstown Courier and Grant County News, and Family Genealogy files. We have a scanner which we 
use to scan and digitize photos, maps and other documents. We are in the process of scanning all the Family 
Files in our collection, digitizing them, and making them available on our website, www.grantlib.org/.

On loan from the Grant County History Museum, “The Dry Ridge Consolidated Colored School”, and Taylor 
Grocery Store formerly in Corinth (1920-2004)
Artwork by Ken Stone
Artwork by Thomas D. Elam
Artwork by John Osborne

 On our website, we have a listing of cemeteries in the county, names of persons buried in each cemetery, and 
maps/directions to each cemetery. We also have a link to our Birth, Death and Marriage Index for the William-
stown Courier and Grant County News.

Address:
201 Barnes Road
Williamstown, KY 41097

Directions:
From I-75: take the Barnes Road Exit, (from South turn right from exit, from North turn left from exit), the 
library is the first building on the left. Turn left onto drive and then immediately turn left again onto the 
Library’s drive. We are across the road from the Grant County Jail and next door to Dollar General.
From US 25: From South, turn left onto Barnes Road. From North, turn right onto Barnes Road. Turn onto 
drive facing Dollar General then immediately turn left onto Library’s drive.
Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9 am – 8 pm
Friday & Saturday 9 am – 6 pm
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Submitted by Melissa A. Wallace, Public Services Librarian

Contact:
859-824-2080
info@grantlib.org

Melissa A. Wallace
Public Services Librarian
Grant County Public Library
859-824-2080
www.grantlib.org



Harrison Heritage News – October 2017 (Volume 18, No. 10) 5
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Buena Vista, Ky. History:  Thought to be named 
for the 1847 Battle of Buena Vista by returning 
servicemen, this name was given to a post office 
near Beaver Creek at store operated by Robert and 
William Smith from 1848 to 1864. The local pre-
cinct was later called Sylvan Dell. The Republican 
Christian Church congregation dates to 1816 on 
the same site. (Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A 
Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, p. 64)

Google Earth

Map by Bill Penn

Sylvandale Pike

Bobtown-Garnett Road

Republican 
Christian 

Church and cemetery. 

Republican Pike 
- Rt. 392 - 6 miles to 
Cynthiana

Old cemetery site.

Marshall store site

Harry Marshall in front 
of the Marshall grocery. 
Photo, 1977, courtesy of 
Denise Marshall.
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LAIR, KY.
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http://www.havilandsville.com/

US 27 - 3 miles to
Cynthiana

Church photos pp. 6-7, Denny Lipscombe

New Lair Pike Rt. 392 
to Cynthiana - 3 miles

Lair United Methodist Church
(no cemetery)

Lair, Ky. Historyair, Ky. Historyair :  “Lair’s Station was established 
by the Covington and Lexington Railroad four miles 
south of Cynthiana. In the 1790s the Lair brothers, 
John and Matthew, Revolutionary War veterans, 
built their homes near the ruins of Ruddells Station 
at the mouth of Edgewater Branch. The Lair’s Sta-
tion post office opened in 1860 with George Coons 
postmaster. In 1882 it became merely Lair. By 
1900 there were several distilleries, flour mills, two 
stores, a hotel, and other businesses. The post office 
closed in May 1920.” (Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky’s 
Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, p. 67)

Old Lair Pike to 
Cynthiana
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BYPASS PLANNING UNCOVERED 
CIVIL WAR SITE AT CAMP FRAZER

Bill Penn
Continued from page 1

So far as I know, no one knew there had been a house on 
the north edge of Cynthiana, near the railroad tracks, fac-
ing the Old Falmouth Pike. When, in 1997, Helen Powell 
(Wilbur Smith Associates) was making Phase I survey and 
site discovery of possible historic sites in the general area 
of the West Cynthiana Bypass for the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet, I assured her Camp Frazer did not extend to 
the bypass right of way, based on my research up to that 
time. Her instincts, though, thought otherwise, and after 
some positive shovel test holes, had a geophysical survey 
made (such as ground-penetrating radar) that revealed part 
of the foundation. The Phase I survey and site discovery is a 
requirement to assess the potential for the project to impact 
or destroy archaeological resources. These regulations are 
required by various federal and state laws: National Historic 
Preservation Act (section 106), Kentucky State Antiquities 
Act, and sections of the Department of Transportation Act. 
These regulations are required by various federal and state 
laws: National Historic Preservation Act (section 106), Ken-
tucky State Antiquities Act, and sections of the Department 
of Transportation Act. If the project is potentially eligible to 
be placed on the National Register of Historic Places (which 
was the case), it proceeds to Phase II testing to see whether 
it is in fact eligible; if it is determined that it is, and the site 
cannot be avoided by construction activities (as in this by-
pass project), then the project goes to Phase III mitigation. 
   A final report has been published detailing the archaeo-
logical survey of this site prepared by Brian Mabelitini. 
M.A., RPA with contributions by Janie-Rice Brother, M.A; 
Bruce L. Manzano, M.A; Jack Rossen, PhD; and Eric J. 
Schlarb. The report title is:  “A Very Large Supply of Medi-Schlarb. The report title is:  “A Very Large Supply of Medi-Schlarb. The report title is:  “
cal Stores, Tents, Guns, and Ammunition”: Archaeological 
Investigations of the Frazer Farmstead (15HR42) in Cynthi-
ana, Harrison County, Kentucky; Kentucky Archaeological 
Survey Research Report No. 13 Jointly Administered by: the 
University of Kentucky Department of Anthropology and 
the Kentucky Heritage Council, Report Prepared for :Mr. 
Carl Shields, Division of Environmental Analysis, Kentucky 
Transportation.”   These Phase II site evaluation archaeo-
logical investigations were performed  in 2004 by Cultural 
Resource Analysts, Inc. “that included archival research, 
a geophysical survey, and the hand excavation of 15 test 

units.” Found on the site were several features, includ-
ing a limestone foundation and cellars, indicating a “ 
site as an early- to late nineteenth century farm/resi-
dence that was occupied from circa 1835 to 1875.” 
     Quoting the report: “Stripping also further exposed 
the stone foundation of the house. The exposed por-
tion of the house consisted of three rooms – two larger 
rooms side-by-side to the east and west, and a kitchen 
to the south, each of which contained a hearth/chimney 
base. Two large cellars were also present. The cellar in 
the southeastern room contained a low density of arti-
facts and appears to have been backfilled during the mid 
twentieth century. The western cellar contained intact 
house destruction deposits at the base that date from the 
early nineteenth century to the American Civil War, as 
did the western room of the house.”
     Additional archaeology field work was performed in 
2005-2006, resulting in the recovery of 30,014 histori-
cal artifacts. These were analyzed by the Kentucky 
Arcaeological Survey, which is jointly administered by 
the University of Kentucky and the Kentucky Heritage 
Council, as a special research project led by Dr. Stephen 
McBride. Most of these were small pieces, including 
animal bones from cooking, tacks, escutcheons, lamp 
globe and mirror glass, nails and bits of window glass, 
parts from firearms, tools, and toys; military clothing 
items and accoutrements such as percussion caps, but-
tons, and buckles; ceramics and container glass pieces 
from the kitchen. Some personal items such as pipes 
and coins were also found. The archeologists noted that 
many of the contents had been burned. All of the arti-
facts were carefully analyzed to attempt to find their age 
and identity. Architectural material such as bricks, nails, 
screws, latches, tacks, and glass were analyzed to date 

Sutler’s token inscribed “Mc-
Beth & Aull, O. V. I. 45’ Reg., 
5 cts in goods.” Sutlers trav-
eled with regiments as contract 
merchants selling food and other 
goods..
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Camp Frazer -  was named for the owner of the 
farm, Joel C. Frazer, who lived at Ridgeway (Handy 
House). To guard the railroad, Union commanders 
established a series of stockades at most bridge sites 
between Covington and Lexington. Regimental base 
camps such as Camp Frazer at Cynthiana served 
as command headquarters generally between Fal-
mouth and Paris. The 35th Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
stablished Camp Frazer September 26, 1861, and re-
mained for a month. Map courtesy of Wm. A. Penn, 
Kentucky Rebel Town (U. Press of Ky., 2016).

Probable plan of the 
Frazer Homestead, 
showing the original 
three rooms, facing the 
Old Falmouth Pike. 
Later additions were 
made to the house. The 
site is now under the 
West Cynthiana Bypass. 
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Burned brass eagle buttons (Union) found in cellar.

the construction of the brick house and additions. 
     The remains of animals used for food (faunal as-
semblage) totaled 4,173 specimens. The most numer-
ous bones were from pigs, but the remains of chickens, 
turkeys, cows, fish, and wild animals were also present.  
It could not be determined to what extent they were from 
military or from normal farm occupation. The survey 
also included botanical analysis  to determine plants to 
aid the “understanding foodways, agricultural systems, 
market trade, and local environments.” Corn was, of 
course, high on the list, with some gourd and bean vari-
eties. Walnut and hickory nuts were in high frequency, as 
were pokeberry and hackberry. The study concluded that 
the “site contains cultivated field plants, fruits, berries, 
nuts,and weedy plants, some of which have possible 
economic uses.”

Frazer Homestead Deeds
The historical artifacts led the survey participants toward 
the age of the house, how long it was occupied, and its 
function. The earliest owner of the land that included 
the house was found through property tax records to be 
James Finley, who owned a 330 acre parcel by 1814. 
Finley was a merchant from 1805 to 1818, and was 
Cynthiana’s fourth postmaster and a founding member of 
the Cynthiana chapter of the Freemason’s Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky. From property tax records and dating of 
artifacts, the team concluded the brick house was con-
structed about 1817. County records show that by 1820 
Finley owned eighteen slaves and also owned farms 
in two other counties. Finley had financial difficulties 
in 1822 and mortgaged his farm to secure a bank loan. 
Unable to repay the debt, the bank sold the farm the fol-
lowing year to William Moore and Samuel William, who 
then sold to William Lamme in 1830. James J. Allen 

next acquired the farm in two parcels, in 1834 and 1841 
transactions, and had a tavern license in 1839, indicating 
the house may have served that function. Hugh Frazier 
bought the property in 1844, but in 1845 sold to Dr. Joel 
C. Frazer, who died in 1863. The farm remained in his 
family until his wife’s death in 1872, and the parcel with 
the house was inherited by Nannie and Caleb W. West. 
John K. Lake purchased the farm in 1874 and in 1886 was 
sold to Lewis Lebus. In 1909 Lebus’s widow, Martha C. 
Lebus, sold to Orie Lebus. Martha T. Lebus sold to Jesse 
and Brenda Burrier 248 acres in 1992, the owners of the 
Frazer Farmstead site at the time of the bypass construc-
tion.

Frazer Homestead During the Civil War
According to Kentucky Rebel Town, the site of Camp 
Frazer is based on the diary of Perry W. Boatman, 35th 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which included a map of “Camp 
Fraser.”  The 35th Ohio established Camp Frazer Septem-
ber 26, 1861, on part of the farm of Dr. Joel C. Frazer, a 
Union supporter who lived in the house that still stands 
near the Cynthiana water tower on the former Handy 
farm. The 35th Ohio camped here one month and guarded 
railroad bridges in the area generally from Falmouth to 
Paris. The Camp Frazer site is now the farm of the Burrier 
family, and the farm house, ca. 1865, is probably near the 
original entrance to Camp Frazer. The camp appears to 
have been in use by various Federal units through 1862, 
and may have been later called Camp Tod (named for the 
Civil War Ohio governor). 
      Lt. Col. John J. Landram, with a detachment of 
the 18th Kentucky Infantry, rented the six-room brick 
building from Dr. Frazer for use as a regimental hospi-
tal between December 1861 and July 17, 1862. Several 
sources noted the building was burned by Morgan’s men 

9
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Military (clockwise)- Canteen stoppers, spur, U. S. belt plate fragments, shoe heel.plate.

at the First Battle of Cynthiana on July 17, 1862, dur-
ing Morgan’s First Kentucky Raid. This is confirmed by 
a newspaper report that Morgan “burned up the brick 
building at Camp Frazer because it had been used as a 
commissary depot.” Of that incident, Morgan’s official 
report listed “a large supply of commissary and medical 
stores, tents, guns, ammunition.”  War claims deposi-
tions by the Frazer family gave further details. Nancy 
Frazer to the War Claims Committee: National Archives, 
House Report 191, 49th Congress first session states, 
“Said bluegrass pasture and hospital (cont’g 6 rooms) 
was occupied by Col. John J. Landram’s command 
from Dec -, 1861 to July 17, 1862 when said command 
was defeated, and the said hospital burned by the rebel 
John H. Morgan’s unit.” Part of the building appar-
ently remained, for Federal soldiers with the 45th OVI 
burned commissary stores at the site September 2, 1862, 
during the Confederate invasion, apparently to prevent 
them from falling into enemy hands. A Union soldier 
wrote:  “We joined up with Co. F, 45th Regt. ...and 
marched north to Camp Tod at Cynthiana. As we went 
through Cynthiana, we could see the Commissary Stores 
aflame.” 
     The analysis of the historical artifacts, together with 
the chain of ownership of the property and the documen-
tation of the burning of Dr. Frazer’s building during the 
Civil War confirmed that the site being evaluated was 
indeed a brick building owned by Joel C. Frazer. 
     The artifacts are being archived at the Department of 

Anthropology and Archaeology at the University of Kentucky. 
The site of the Frazer Homestead was filled in by the survey 
team and subsequent construction of the West Cynthiana By-
pass has completely covered the site. 

Source of article and photographs, used by permission, from: 
Brian Mabelitini. M.A., RPA , “A Very Large Supply of Medi-Brian Mabelitini. M.A., RPA , “A Very Large Supply of Medi-Brian Mabelitini. M.A., RPA , “
cal Stores, Tents, Guns, and Ammunition”: Archaeological In-
vestigations of the Frazer Farmstead (15HR42) in Cynthiana, 
Harrison County, Kentucky; Kentucky Archaeological Survey 
Research Report No. 13 ; source of Civil War use of Camp 
Frazer and map on page 8 from: William A. Penn, Kentucky 
Rebel Town: The Civil War Battles of Cynthiana and Harrison 

View of the West Cynthiana Bypass site from the hill where Camp 
Frazer fortifications were located. The fenceline on the right is the 
roadbed of the former Falmouth Pike. Where it crosses the railroad 
in the treeline is near the site of the Frazer Homestead, now covered 
by construction of the bypass. US 27 passes by the building on the 
left. Photo, Bill Penn, ca.1985.


