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Covered bridge that crossed Stoner Creek near Ruddles Mills  (Bourbon County) on the Shawhan-Ruddles Mills 
road (Rt. 1893). The bridge is no longer standing. Photo, 1959, Bill Penn. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Meeting time and place: Bluegrass Hospice Care Navigators on 
Oddville Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor 
rear entrance. 

July 27 - Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation will 
discuss their organization and goals.
August 24 - Don Rightmyer former editor of Ken-Don Rightmyer former editor of Ken-Don Rightmyer
tucky Ancestors (Hentucky Historical Society) will be 
the speaker.
Sept. 28 - Dr. George Karvel will discuss and sign 
his book, Kentucky Raider (2016), which tells of 
Morgan’s Kentucky raids in context of Gen. Edward 
Hobson’s captured Order Book, which is in his pos-
session.
Oct. 26 - Chris Browning, professor of history, 
Maysville Community College, will speak on WWI.
Nov. 16 - Antiques Road Show with Bobby Lake.
December - no meeting.
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

2017 is the hundredth anniversary of America’s 
involvement in World War I, causing many of 
us to seek information about our ancestors who 
served in “The Great War,” as it was referred to 
by many folks at the time.  A good place to do 

this is at this address: Department of Military Af-
fairs,  Military Records and Research Records Branch, 1121 Louis-
ville Avenue, Frankfort, KY  40602;  PH :  502-564-4883.
     Information available includes 1)  inductees lists, 2)  veterans 
service statements, 3)  casualty lists, 4)  grave registration records, 5)  
Medal of Honor winners, and 6) veterans’ bonus records. In these vet-
erans’ records are the veterans name, rank, enrollment dates, muster, 
and separation dates.

Program: Former mayor Virgie Wells, the first woman 
mayor of Cynthiana, talked about her career in politics 
and of her mother’s experiences as jailer. Virgie was 
in public service from 1981 to 2006, serving as mayor 
1998-2006. She served as commissioner of property 
and finance among other positions in government. She 
was a leader of the local Red Cross chapter for many 
years. Her mother, Sara Ann Whalen Florence, was 
jailor. Her experiences have been published in the Har-
rison Heritage News issue of vol. 6 no. 9

June Meeting Program

  NEW BOOK AVAILABLE FROM     
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
There are 30 signed copies of Dr. 
Karvel’s book “Kentucky Raiders” for 
sale that were donated by the author to 
the Harrison County Historical Society. 
Each copy sold will net $4.00 for the 
Historical Society. The book is about 
Morgan’s raids and quotes Union Gener-
al Hobson’s original order book handed 
down in Karvel’s family. Copies avail-
able at our monthly meeting or contact 
the Harrison Co. Historical Society, PO 
Box 411, Cynthiana, Ky., 41031.

                      New Members
Jane Goodwin, Winchester

Linda Sheehan, Columbus, Ohio

Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation, a group of Civil 
War enthusiasts promoting the interpretation and preservation of 
Cynthiana’s Civil War sites, conducted several battlefield tours 
this summer. Above, Darryl Smith at the beginning of one of the 
tours. Join at:  https://www.cynthianabattlefieldsfoundation.org/

A special thanks to Bill Grayson, superintendent of Battle Grove 
Cemetery, who honored my request to clean the war monuments on 
courthouse square prior to July 4th. All their efforts are appreciated  
-kudos and accolades!  - President Don Wagoner, HCHS
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Kenny Simpson, Curator
https://www.harricynmusehttp://img.groundspeak.com/
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Genealogically Speaking...... 
       By President Donald Wagoner

Note: Following is fourth in a series featuring regional libraries and their genealogy and local history collections. The information 
below was written and submitted by the library or from the library’s web site.

Paris-Bourbon County Library
Paris, Ky.

701 High Street, Paris, Ky. 40361
Ph: 859-987-4419; Fax: 859-987-2421
www.bourbonlibrary.org
Mon - Thurs 9 am - 8 pm; Fri. - Sat. 9 am - 5:30 pm
Sunday: 1 pm - 5 pm
(Submitted by Suzanne Dungan)
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When we sing “The Star Spangled Banner,” it is only the first paragraph of Francis Scott Key’s poem.  There are 
three additional paragraphs in it.  Presented here is the entire poem.  Be proud.

         The Star Spangled Banner

Oh, say, can you see? By the dawn’s early light
 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming;
 Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
 O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming.
 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air.
 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there:
 Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave?
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
 Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
 What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
 As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
 Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
 In fully glory reflected now shines in the stream:
 ‘Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh, long may it wave   
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
 That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion
 A home and a country should leave us no more?
 Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution!
 No refuge could save the hireling and slave
 From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave:
 And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Oh, thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
 Between their loved home and the war’s desolation!
 Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land
 Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
 Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,    Francis Scott Key
 And this be our motto: “In God is our trust”:
 And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. We love it so much, I think you do too.

Francis Scott Key was an American lawyer, author, and amateur poet from Georgetown who wrote the lyrics to 
the United States’ national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner”. 
Born: August 1, 1779, Frederick County, Maryland, MD
Died: January 11, 1843, Baltimore, MD
Buried: Mount Olivet Cemetery, Frederick, MD
Source: Wikipedia

Did You Know.....            
         By President Donald Wagoner

Made in Baltimore, Maryland, in July-August 1813 Made in Baltimore, Maryland, in July-August 1813 
by flagmaker Mary Pickersgill. Commissioned by 
Major George Armistead, commander of Fort McHen-
ry. Original size: 30 feet by 42 feet. Now 30 feet by 
34 feet. Smithsonian Institution collection.



Harrison Heritage News – July 2017 (Volume 18, No. 7) 6

HARRISON COUNTY COMMUNITY AERIAL PHOTOS/MAPS SERIES

ROBINSON, KY.

Antioch
Boyd

Berry

Robinson

Colemansville
Kelat

GarnettRenaker
Rutland

Poindexter

CYNTHIANA

Lair

Connersville

Broadwell

Leesburg

NICHOLAS

ROBERTSON
    (1867)

BRACKEN

Railroad

W h i t e
O a k P i k e

PENDLETON

GRANT

SCOTT

BOURBON

MILL CR

27

27

62

62

36

Cook 
Road

Oddville

Sunrise

Havilandsville

Claysville

Buena
Vista

Robinson, Ky. History:  “Originally Robertsons 
Station which served the station of this name and a 
local mill at the mouth of Strattons Branch of South 
Licking, nine rail miles nnw of Cynthiana. The 
station and office are said to have been named for 
James Robertson, a local storekeeper and landown-
er. George W. Robertson was the first postmaster. 
The post office operated as Robertsons Station from 
June 2, 1855 till November 1882 when it became 
simply Robertson. by 1885 the station and com-
munity were known as Robinson, for another local 
family, and in June 1892 the post office too took this 
name, and kept it until it closed ninety years later. 
A store and church continue to serve the hamlet of 
Robinson [in 1994].” (Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky’s 
Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, p. 66-67)

Rboinson Dam on S. Fork Licking River and  Dam on S. Fork Licking River and  Dam on S. Fork Licking River
site of the Robinson mill.

Site of Robinson Station on the 
former Kentucky Central and 
L & N, now CSX Railroad.

Google Earth

Map by Bill Penn

Robinson Christian Church 
(est. 1874) is off the photo 
at 5213 Robinson Union 
Rd.  (no cem).
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Antioch, Ky. History: Antioch Mills post office 
opened July 10, 1872 “where the present US 27 
crosses the main Richland Creek, half a mile from 
the Pendleton County line. William W. Arnold was 
the first postmaster. The mills in its name were flour 
and saw mills that were operated by Alvin Sell-
ers, who became postmaster in December 1873. 
The name Antioch may have come from the local 
Christian church which was organized in 1848. By 
the end of the 19th century the post office (which 
was to close in July 1904) was called Antioch Mills 
while the community it served was merely Antioch. 
Contemporary maps continue to identify the small 
community, with church and store, as Antioch.”  
(Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A Survey of the 
Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, p. 68)

Snake Lick Road

The old Antioch Mills Christian Church 
building, built 1860. The cemetery is in a field 
behind the church.

New Antioch Mills Christian Church
www. antiochmills.org

Photo, Denny Lipscombe.

Google Earth

Map by Bill Penn

Original one-room 
Antioch Mills 
school.



 Winning W rld War I  
In 1917 the U.S. joined the Allies to win what would become known as World War I. The citizens of 

Harrison County served on the battle front and helped out on the home front. These are their stories. 
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Letters to the 
Home Folks 

---------- 
by Philip Naff 

harrisoncountykyus@gmail.com 
~ 

It is July, almost August.  It is hot 
and I am la … la … lazy … and 
apparently so is my keyboard, as I 
just can’t seem to get my keyboard 
to cooperate in getting the last 
letter of the alphabet to work for 
me very well.  So I will put 
something to work that I already 
have typed up and which should be 
of interest. 
     For about twenty-four months 
of World War I, both of Harrson 
County’s newspapers, the Log Cabin 
and the Cynthiana Democrat, would 
publish about a hundred letters 
from the guys in camp and on the 
front lines.  The letters which 
appeared in the papers were mostly 
upbeat, but one must realize that by 
the time they made it to print they 
had already been censored and 
edited several times.  The “home 
folks” probably practiced a little 
self-censorhip before they were 
edted by the newspapers; not every 
letter home would have been of 
much interest to anyone but family 
anyways.  So the subscriber of the 
time, and we a hundred years later, 
are seeing a highly polished 
product, but interesting, 
nonetheless.  Here is one of the 
first to make it back to the “home 
folks,” from the Cynthiana Democrat 
of September 6, 1917 (p. 2, cols. 2-
3): 

INTERESTING LETTER 
---------- 

From Harrison County Boy With 
The Marine Corps. 

---------- 
Great Work of Y.M.C.A. 

---------- 
     Mrs. J. Milt Rankin, of this 
county, last week received a letter 
from her son, Russell, who, after a 
short furlough at home, had a few 
days before gone [sic; read going] to 
the Marine Corps training camp at 
Quantico, Va. 
 

 
 
The Democrat has been granted 
the privilege of publishing a portion 
of the letter which will be found of 
intense interest by everybody, and 
especially by the young men who 
may be called into the service, or 
who think of enlisting; and by their 
parents.  Conditions that prevail at 
Quantico may be taken as typical of 
conditions at all training camps, and 
the suggestions which Mr. Rankin 
makes with regard to the public’s 

contributions to the comfort and 
entertainment of the soldier boys 
will apply equally to any camp, and 
persons who want to help may find 
it more convenient to give their 
attention to those nearest at hand. 
 
The Letter. 
     Omitting some introductory 
personal references, Mr. Rankin’s 
letter follows: 
 
“Quantico, Va., Aug. 26, 1917.      
 
“Dear Mother: 
     “Arrived in camp last night 
about six o’clock and am now back 
to the soldier’s life. 
     “We start in tomorrow to drill in 
earnest and from now on the 
training will be very important and 
very interesting.  We will be 
instructed in the different methods 
of trench fighting such as throwing 
bombs, hand grenades, digging 
trenches, operating trench mo[r]tars 
and machine guns.  Some of our 
company will no doubt be assigned 
to the heavy field artillery and will 
receive special instruction on that 
subject.  They handle the real things 
here and bombs and shrapnell [sic] 
explode the same as in regular 
warfare, so I presume by the time 
we are ready to leave we will have 
become accustomed, to a certain 
extent, to the noise of bursting 
shells. 
     “We also get some very fine 
drills in using the bayonet for our 
protection and also in charges, 
which is very effective and is a very 
important feature in our training.  
Barbed wire entanglements of 
different construction and methods 

http://www.winningworldwari.com/
mailto:harrisoncountykyus@gmail.com
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used in their destruction will be 
introduced in our training.  You can 
see that the instruction covers the 
ground pretty thoroughly and when 
I finish I will know lots of things 
that I never had given a thought to 
before my enlistment.  I am getting 
harder every day and feel sure I will 
continue to do so as my health was 
never better than it is right now.  
Have not had a sick day since I 
came in the service and am very 
thankful that I can say it. 
     “The amusement feature now is 
being given considerable attention 
in the camp.  The Y.M.C.A. has 
recently moved into their new 
building and everything possible is 
done for amusing and occupying 
the spare time of the soldier.  The 
building contains writing tables, 
where the fellows can come and 
write to their hearts’ content.  
Paper, envelopes, pens and ink are 
all furnished free of charge, as are 
also magazines of all kinds.  These 
magazines I understand are donated 
to the Y.M.C.A. by people on the 
outside who have finished them, 
but they are very much enjoyed by 
all the boys.  A Victrola and a piano 
furnish music for the boys to dance 
by and while dancing without girls 
may seem strange to you folks it is 
done here all the time and we get 
lots of fun out of it.  There is 
always some fellow on hand to play 
the piano and we sing songs and 
have a good time in general during 
our spare time.  Checker games and 
chess games are always going while 
the Y.M.C.A. arranges athletic 
contests of all kinds and organizes 
teams in base ball, basket ball, etc.  
They also maintain a small library 
which contains a few volumes of 
fiction, books of instruction and 
educational books. 
     “The Y.M.C.A. is a great 
institution and is doing a grand 
work in their field quarters and the 
sooner the public realizes this fact 
the sooner the Y.M.C.A. will 
receive their support and 

contributions, for it is certainly a 
worthy cause. 
     “If those people, who have been 
wondering how they could help, 
could realize how much their 
donations of magazines, books, 
sheet music[,] of Victrola records, 
of which they are tired, were 
appreciated by the boys in training, 
they would gladly bundle them up 
and send them.  If you know of 
anyone or any societies who are 
working for the soldiers, mention 
this to them and have them send 
their old magazines or anything 
which would in their opinion be  
 

 
 
enjoyed or be instructive to the 
soldiers, to Y.M.C.A., U.S. Marine 
Camp, Quantico, Va., or to any 
other camp they happen to know 
about.  They can use their own 
pleasure about the express charges 
and if they do not feel that they can 
prepay same, send them collect and 
the Y.M.C.A. will pay the charges. 
     “The public can do more for the 
soldier through the Y.M.C.A. than 
any other way as they are in 
constant touch with us and know 
what we need and how we need it.  
Already I can see a great difference 
in the fellows since they have had 
the advantages and amusements 
offered them by the Y.M.C.A., so 
try to help them along in their good 
work by telling your friends of their 
success along this line.  You can 

trust them to make things as 
interesting and as instructive as it is 
possible for them to do with their 
limited means and always 
remember that the class of fellows 
who are in training surely take 
advantage of these privileges.  So 
much more can be accomplished 
through the association than by 
donations to an individual unless 
you happen to know that individual 
well. 
     “It is best to write a letter 
advising the Y.M.C.A. that a 
package is being sent so they can be 
on the look-out for it.  Am writing 
at the ‘Y.’ now and Il Travatore [sic] 
is being played by one of the 
soldiers on a Victrola, accompanied 
by the piano, and needless to say a 
great bunch of fellows are crowded 
around.  Will have to close as I 
want to take a few pictures with my 
new kodak [sic].  With love I am 
your loving son and soldier boy, 
 

“Russell.” 
 
     “P.S.—I forgot to say the 
Y.M.C.A. is giving French lessons 
to the soldiers free of charge and 
have an instructor here who teaches 
the boys a short French course.  
We buy the text book at cost and 
they give the instruction free of 
charge.  There are four or five 
classes every day.  I joined a class 
before I left on my furlough but I 
do not believe I mentioned it to 
you while I was at home.” 

~ 
     As the months progress I hope 
to include more letters within the 
pages of this newsletter, including 
complete indexes of all the letters 
which were published in both the 
Log Cabin and the Cynthiana 
Democrat.  Neither paper had an 
official correspondent in the camps 
or on the front lines, that is, except 
for the 600-plus soldiers who were 
drafted, enlisthed or commissioned 
by their “Uncle Sam” 
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