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Seed Catalogs: A Sign of Spring 
(The First Day of Spring is March 20)

Bill Penn
Seed and nursery trade catalogs are lists of seeds or plants 
available for sale. I found some facts about them on the 
Web from a university’s collection’s description:
     “The First World War temporarily cut off exports from 
Europe to the United States, greatly stimulating Ameri-
can agricultural and horticultural production. While good 
stock seed was often difficult to obtain, American growers 
worked hard to maintain high quality standards. Flower 
seed production also increased during the war to include 
more species in addition to sweet peas, particularly in 
California. Many patriotic Americans grew vegetables in 
‘War Gardens’ to participate in the war effort. 
     “Gardening was popular during the Depression, 
both as a means of increasing the food supply, and as 
an inexpensive leisure activity. Although many catalogs 
made no mention of the stock market crash of 1929 and 
the subsequent Depression, some referred to hard times 
and offered customers seeds, plants, and bulbs at low or 
reduced prices.  
     “In America, the Chase Bros. catalog of 1940 dis-
cussed how cars and good roads had decreased privacy in 
front yards and porches, leading gardeners to devote more 
resources to beautifying backyard ‘outdoor living rooms,’ 
a term that first came into use in 1928. In contrast, front 
yards became less elaborate, with lawns and evergreen 
shrubs, and annuals or bulbs for seasonal color. Modernity 
was also evident in the photographs of company trucks 
that often accompanied landscaping ads; horses no longer 
appeared in catalog photographs of the 1930s.”
     Farmers and city residences ordered and collected seed 
catalogs. I remember, as a kid in the 1950s seeing, in the 
attic of an abandoned log house near Rutland, stacks of 
old seed catalogs. And I found piles of catalogs exploring 
an old outbuilding attic in Cynthiana near my grandfa-
ther’s house. Farmers in the early 1900s enjoyed catalogs 
not only as references to products that could ordered, but 
as entertaining reading material. 

Source of quotes: 
http://scarc.library.oregonstate.edu/omeka/exhibits/show/

Above: Seed catalog from a Kentucky store that closed in 1946. 
Collection of Bill Penn.
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

On February 14, 2015, the East-
side Elementary student members’ 
special tour of the Cynthiana-Har-
rison County Museum was a home 
run (see photo below). The student 
members had a good time and had 

intelligent, inquiring questions. The adults present were im-
pressed with how attentive and polite the student members 
presented themselves.
     Due to prolonged severe weather, the February 28 meet-
ing of the Harrison County Historical Society featuring Ms. 
Mary Garnett, DAR, was cancelled and will be rescheduled.
     Northern Kentucky Regional History day is Saturday, 
March 28, 2015, 8 am - 2 pm at the Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity Student Union Building, Highland Heights, Ky. Cost 
is only $8 per person with advanced registration and $10 at 
the door. Call John Boh 859-491-0490 for details and a bro-
chure of the activities, or online at http://www.kentoncoun-
tyhistoricalsociety.org/events/. In the vendor’s area, Bill 
Penn will have a Harrison County Historical Society table. 

NEW MEMBERS
Thomas J. Mattingly, Knoxville, TN

Timothy Miley, Murray, KY
Buddy Switzer, Cynthiana, KY

Jayne Whitson-Newman, Berry, KY

Upcoming Events and Meetings
Winter Meetings 2015 Mar, 3rd Sat, 10 AM, First Methodist Church, 
corner Pike and Church St., use ramp to lower level (white iron rail-
ings); Spring-Fall 2015, April-Oct., 4th Thursday, 7 pm; November, 
3rd Thurs. 7 pm. Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville Avenue, 1317 
US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear entrance. 
Mar. 21 - Historical Society Mtg. - Methodist Church, 10 a.m. Don 
Lee, Ky. historical author, will present a program about British Colonel 
Henry Bird’s capture of Ruddle’s Station near Lair. He is the former 
president of the Ruddle’s and Martin’s Station Historical Association.
March 28 - Northern Ky. Regional History Day, NKU campus, High-
land Heights, Ky. 
April 23 - Historical Society meeting will be at the second floor court 
room of the old Harrison County Court House (the one painted white 
on Main St.). The meeting will be hosted by the Harrison County Judge 
Executive, the Honorable Alex Barnett, who will present material on 
the history and recent $1.3 million renovation of the building. There is 
an elevator to the second floor. The meeting will start at 7 pm.
May 28 - Historical Society Meeting. The Eastside and Northside Ele-
mentary Schools History Clubs will present their annual programs. The 
meeting will be at the Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville Avenue, 
1317 US Hwy 62E, at 7 pm. The meeting room is on the first floor near 
the rear entrance.
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The Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation 
has released its 2015 list of endangered proper-
ties, called “Eleven in Their Eleventh Hour.”
The Handy House was one of the properties:
■ Harrison County: the Handy House (Cynthiana)
It “was built in 1817 by Col. William Brown, a United 
States congressman and War of 1812 veteran....”

HARRISON COUNTY HISTORY NOTES

Historical Society Meeting Notes
January 17 -  the Harrison County Historical Society met in the Sidney  
Haviland Room of the First United Methodist Church. Coffee and 
donuts were served and, following the singing of the Star Spangled 
Banner, members present settled in to listen to Philip Foley who had 
brought  ancient artifacts from the native cultures of this area. Philip 
explained the use and value of each tool, some of which dated back to 
4500 B.C. Four thousand years ago the area around the South Lick-
ing River Valley was more heavily populated. There are indications of 
mounds near Lair that date from around 800 B.C. to 300 A.D.  Philip 
detailed the patience and skill necessary to create spear heads, arrow 
heads and stone axes  and how these tools projected cultural develop-
ment and movement forward.  Members browsed through the collec-
tion displayed and asked questions for the presentation had aroused 
curiosity and interest. Philip was given an enthusiastic welcome and 
invitation to return.
      Upcoming Society Event: President Don Wagoner has scheduled a 
tour of the Museum on February 14 for students.

Historical Society student members toured the Museum in 
Februrary with their teacher, Jeff Kenney.



Kenny Simpson, Curator         www.HarrisonCountyKy.US/Museum
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We are proud to have a variety of Post Cards and Valen� nes on display at the 
Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Stop by and check it out!

Museum Hours:
Friday-Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p. m. 



Civil War 150th Anniversary 
Harrison County African American Union Enrollments 

Bill Penn

     Although Black History Month has passed, I thought the contributions of African American soldiers from our county 
should be recognized before the end of the Civil War Sesquicentennial in April. By 1864, many African American Har-
rison County men ran away after the announcement of a series of new laws and military orders which allowed their 
enlistment. 
     The first law was the Conscription Act of 1864, which permitted the enlistment of free blacks and slaves and pro-
vided for loyal masters in loyal states to be paid a bounty and the slave, and later his family, became free upon being 
mustered into the service. In April 1864, Brigadier General Stephen Gano Burbridge issued orders which permitted for 
the first time the recruitment of blacks in Kentucky by the district provost marshals, but only if their owners consented. 
Despite general hostility to these orders, including protests of the governor and numerous attacks on slaves attempt-
ing to join the Union army, 25,438 black Kentuckians between the ages of twenty and forty-five joined by the end of 
the war, with most recruited in 1864.  By mid-May 1864 Burbridge ordered provost marshals to receive “all negroes, 
regardless of wishes of the owners.” 
     Captain George W. Berry, 6th District Provost Marshal in Covington, reported African American enlistments credit-
ed to Harrison County through December 1864 was 396. The actual total slaves who gave service would have to include 
the few who joined in the first few months of 1865 and those who ran away during the war and enlisted at Camp Nelson 
near Nicholasville or in other states and thus not credited to Harrison County. The enthusiasm of black enlistments in 
Harrison County was mentioned in a letter when in mid-October 1864, Henry Haviland wrote that “the Negroes have 
all enlisted; our last one has got to be a soldier, in fact there is only one Negro man or boy left within 5 miles of [Havi-
landsville].”    
       Other than a search of all Kentucky enlistment records, we cannot know which units the 396 African Americans 
from the county joined. Most were probably mustered in at Covington. Known units with some Harrison County blacks: 
100th, 109th, 117th, 118th and 124th U. S. Colored Troops. One African American is known to have joined the U. S. 
Navy. Joseph Frazier, 24, enlisted as a cook on July 27, 1863, in Chicago, and was assigned to the U.S.S. Benton with 
the rating of landsman.  (Kentucky Provost Marshall enrollment records are now located at the National Archives – At-
lanta.)

U. S. Colored Troops at Camp Nelson, Ky., near Nicholasville, in 1864. As the largest recruiting, mustering, and training center for 
African American troops (called U.S. Colored Troops) in Kentucky and one of the largest in the United States. U.S. Colored Troops 
trained at Camp Nelson performed garrison duty throughout Kentucky, saw action in both Major General Burbridge’s and Major Gen-
eral Stoneman’s Southwestern Virginia campaigns, saw action against Confederate raiders at Cynthiana, Kentucky and were involved 
in the siege of Petersburg, Virginia and the pursuit of the Army of Northern Virginia to Appomattox Court House, Virginia. (Text from 
http://www.campnelson.org and photo from http://heritage.ky.gov/kas/pubsvids/volumethree.htm.)
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John Hunt Morgan was the subject of Cynthiana conversations when a Lexington newspaper (reprinted in George-
town) reported he passed through Harrison County in early December 1863 after escaping from a Federal prison in 
Columbus, Ohio. Union forces captured Morgan during the Indiana–Ohio Raid but he escaped along with some other 
officers from the Ohio Penitentiary on November 27, 1863. According to the article, a squad of Cincinnati detectives 
barely missed recapturing Morgan as he traveled through Leesburg. Witnesses claimed they spotted Morgan riding 
in a buggy alongside a woman, escorted by two other escaped officers. This was probably a false report for a more 
credible account placed Morgan’s escape route farther west through Owen, Henry, and Shelby Counties.  (The Graphic
(Georgetown, Kentucky), December 12, 1963; Collins History of Kentucky, 1:129.)   Article by Bill Penn

Did John Hunt Morgan Pass Through Harrison County 
   Escaping from an Ohio Prison in 1863?  
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Harrison County Union Ladies Made Flags 
When the 35th Ohio Volunteer Infantry  established Camp Frazer at Cynthiana in 1861, a group of Cynthiana Union 

women learned the regiment did not possess a regulation United States flag and 
so made a silk one and presented it during a dress parade the day before break-
ing camp. The presentation was made by W. W. Trimble and was followed by an 
acceptance speech by Colonel Van Derveer. The regimental historian wrote, “The 
ladies met at the house of the Rev. George Morrison, where the flag was made. 
Those who took part...were, viz:  Mrs. [C. T.] Delling, Mrs. George Morrison, 
Mrs. Frank Gray, Miss Pauline Ballingall, Mrs. Sallie Thompson, Miss Sallie 
Kimbrough, Mrs. J. S. Frizell, Mrs. [James E.] Dickey, Mrs. Dr. W. O. Smith, Miss 
Mary January, Miss Emma Tabor, and several others whose names can not now be 
recalled.” The dress parade included spirited music from the regimental band, who 

also entertained the citizens of Cynthiana on other occasions. The 35th Ohio subsequently carried the flag in the battle 
at Missionary Ridge and displayed it “bullet riddled” in all regimental reunions after the war. The flag remained in the 
possession of the 35th Ohio’s commander. This flag, said to be in poor condition, is in storage at the Butler County 
(Ohio) Historical Society, Hamilton, Ohio. 
     A silk United States flag was presented to the Kentucky Guard (Leesburg), a State Guard unit commissioned May 
12, 1860,  inscribed, “Presented to the Kentucky Guards, by the Ladies of Leesburg and vicinity, 1860” and on the re-
verse, “United We Stand Divided We Fall.”  Confederate Col. George St. Leger Grenfell captured the flag in the First 
Battle of Cynthiana and it is now in flag collection of the Filson Historical Society, Louisville. Preservation of the 
flags would be worthy projects and perhaps one day citizens of Cynthiana will contribute to that effort.  (Source: Rattling 
Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats (Wm. A. Penn, 1995; U. S. flag photo - not from Kentucky - courtesy of http://galleryhip.com/union-civil-war-
flag.html).
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BATTLES OF CYNTHIANA CIVIL WAR 
DRIVING TOUR SIGNS ERECTED

****************************************************
Bill Penn

The Cynthiana-Harrison County Chamber of Commerce, through their Civil War Tourism Committee, has erected signs 
at fourteen sites on the “Morgan’s Raids - Civil War Driving Tour.”  This will supplement an audio CD available at the 
Chamber office, which includes a narrated account of the Battles of Cynthiana and the Civil War actions that took place 
at each site. The Chamber also recently reprinted the “Morgan’s Raids at Cynthiana, Ky.” brochure in full color, with the 
driving tour sites descriptions (see p. 8 illustration).  The 18” x  12” aluminum signs were sponsored as follows:

Site Number Marker Sponsored By    Site referenced
1 Chamber of Commerce     Starting point
2 City of Cynthiana     Old Covered Bridge site
3 Ewalt Jewelers      Depot site
4 Smith Insurers, Inc.     Rankin House
5 Harrison County     Courthouse
6 Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment Committee, Inc. Keller’s Bridge
7 Family of E. Reed Anderson    Confederate Monument
8 Owen Family      Poplar Hill   
9 Rotary Club of Cynthiana    Magee Hill
10 cynthianakytourism.com    Confederate retreat
11 Lions Club of Cynthiana    Camp Frazer
12 Cynthiana Main Street Program    Old Cemetery
13 Cynthiana Fire Dept, FOF    Episcopal Church
14 Biancke’s Restaurant since 1894    Museum

Driving tour signs are 18” x 12” aluminum with laminate. Shown is tour site #3, “Depot site” 
on Bridge Street. Sign sponsor is Cynthiana Main Street, Inc.
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More Civil War Interpretive Signs Planned
Covered Bridge Site - The Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Chamber of Commerce Civil War Tourism Committee 
has requested that the city set aside a small parcel of 
land near the River Road ball fields and boat landing. As 
the first stop on the “Morgan’s Raids at Cynthiana” driv-
ing tour, this would allow a site for future interpretive 
signs, with parking for several cars, and a wooden rail 
fence. A replica cannon could also be placed here when 
funding becomes available. The Cincinnati Civil War 
Roundtable has offered to fund an interpretive sign here. 
They are touring Cynthiana sites April 19.

Battle Grove Cemetery, site of the June 12, 1864 battle 
between General Stephen Burbridge and Gen. John Hunt 
Morgan, will be installing an interpretive sign this summer. 
The Morgan’s Men Association has agreed to fund a sign once 
the design and cost are determined. The group will be touring 
Cynthiana Civil War sites in August.

Keller’s Bridge Battlefield - The Kentucky Historical 
Society is funding a highway marker here, which has 
already been designed and ordered. This will cor-
rect an error on the highway marker near the U. S. 27 
bridge which, on side 2 - Second Battle of Cynthiana 
- left off mention of the important Keller’s Bridge 
Battlefield.

Courthouse - The interpretive sign in front, 
mapping the Civil War sites in Cynthiana, was 
funded about ten years ago by the Morgan’s 
Men Association. It is in need of a replace-
ment top and sign, but the frame and stand are 
in good condition. The Tourism Committee is 
looking into contacting the original sign com-
pany about the replacement parts. 

Sample of a Civil War interpretive sign

Article by Bill Penn
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Northside Elementary students - History Club projects. Teddy Taylor - Successful coach discussed 
his Cynthiana mentors.

Susan Hughes - expert on early quilts and civilian 
clothes - Shakertown Museum Mgr. & Historian.

Phillip Foley - Indian artifacts 
collector and historian.

Brandon Slone - Archivist of 
military records at the   Ken-
tucky Historical Society.

Sally Swinford - 
Cynthiana historical relics.

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS FROM PAST HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 


