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I hope that you all had a wonder-

ful and joyful Christmas and New 

Years. I want to thank those who 

were instrumental in organizing 

the December dinner for the Mu-

seum. It was held at the Methodist 

Church and was a tremendous suc-

cess. If you were unable to attend 

you missed a great time and good 

food. 

 As we move into this new 

year, we have several challenges 

on our plate. One of my goals has 

been to expand the membership so 

that we can be more effective. 

While we have added new mem-

bers, we still have a long way to 

go. I want to encourage more of 

the younger community to join our 

efforts. It is for them that we are 

trying to preserve the past. I 

strongly urge our current members 

to encourage younger relatives and 

friends to join the Society to learn 

about the community’s past and to 

assist us in preserving it. 

 I want to cite our Vice 

President, Billy Fowler, for repre-

senting us in such fine fashion at 

the December meeting of the Plan-

ning and Zoning Commission. He 

was there to try and save part of 

Camp Frazer from development. 

In addition, he was to meet with a 

landowner prior to the January 

meeting to attempt to work out a 

compromise solution that would 

preserve a small section of land 

containing earthworks from the 

Civil War period. The Planning 

and Zoning Commission’s January 

Continued on p. 6 

Handy Farm Placed on National Register of Historic Places 

 
Billy S. Fowler and Bill Penn 

tively condense the final work into a ver-

sion suitable for the limited space available 

in this publication. To say this was a learn-

ing experience for me would be an under-

statement. What I have learned is how 

much more there is to learn about the histo-

ry of Cynthiana and Harrison Co. and how 

difficult it is to put the things learned into 

words that are meaningful to the reader and 

true to the history. I also feel confident that 

without Sharon’s excellent photographic 

work and a lot of help from Marty Perry of 

the Kentucky Heritage Council, I probably 

would not have been successful.  Thanks to 

everyone who helped me along with this 

tremendous task. (Continued Page 3) 

Introduction (Billy S. Fowler)—By 

now, most of you probably know 

that, with a lot of help, I successfully 

nominated the Handy Farm for listing 

on the National Register of Historic 

Places. As I sit here this morning try-

ing to think of a way to write the in-

troduction to this article, I am grate-

ful to Bill Penn for volunteering to 

condense the nomination for me [See 

p. 3-4]. After spending about 300 

hours researching, writing, and re-

writing along with my wife Sharon 

spending about 30 hours photo-

graphing and assisting me with re-

search, I am not sure I could objec-

President’s Corner 
Bob Owen 

Winter view from Oddville Pike of the Handy Farm, showing right to left, the c. 1818 resi-

dence built by Wm. Brown, remodeled by Handy; breeding barn; antebellum barn; tobacco 

barn. The farm is being developed as recreational park.  Photo, 2005, Sharon Fowler. 
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
112 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031 Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat 

Martha Barnes, President 

“A new year is a magic chest,  the gift of time is in it - so guard it well and do not lose one precious golden mo-

ment."  All of us at the museum (the directors and volunteers) extend our best wishes to all of you for a happy, healthy, 

prosperous new year. 

    January was named after the Roman god, Janus - the god of gates and doors. Because a person symbolically passes 

through a door when he enters something new, Janus became the god of the beginning of things.  Janus is represented 

with two faces, one looking forward and the other looking backward. 

    We truly are blessed with another year - and it does give us an opportunity to look back - to reflect, to learn, to appre-

ciate.  We look back to July 22, 1994 when our Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum was established. It is amazing that 

we have celebrated so many anniversaries. 

    We have a faithful group of volunteers.  These dedicated folks are dependable and willing to give of their time and 

talent to maintain and share our community's museum with peoples of all ages. 

    Our collection has grown. We have nearly 2000 items catalogued with numerous other items awaiting documentation, 

repairs, and/or space. A look back through our museum records of donations and donors evokes special memories. For 

example, items numbered one through ten - the very first things donated to the museum back in 1994 - represent an 

overview of our community as it was.  The labels with their explanatory descriptions are necessary.  A number of muse-

um visitors would not recognize nor understand the usage of these ten treasures. 

     Could you describe or explain the purpose of our museum's first ten donations?  They are as follows:iron grate poker 

with plaited handle, broad axe, hand bluegrass seed stripper, tobacco knife, coal oil lantern, service station customer 

bell, miniature reproduction of coal and wood range, hay knife, cradle scythe, and buck saw. Among those dear persons 

who donated these items are Ben Fritz, George Slade, Cecil Wohlwinder, and Jim Bob and Hallie Martin. What precious 

memories! 

    It indeed is important to reflect, to learn, and to appreciate - but more importantly it is imperative that we look to the 

new year, new life, and new opportunity.  We must aspire to reaching our goals and holding fast to our dreams. 

    We must strive to promote our museum. Some still say that we are the community's best kept secret.  The local media 

have been marvelous in their efforts to promote the museum- and they continue to do so. Thanks to The Cynthiana 

Democrat, WCYN, and local channel cable 6. 

    Additional volunteers are necessary. By McDonald's standards, our entire group of volunteers are senior citizens. 

They are some of the most fun-loving, compassionate, story-telling, creative, and dedicated people one would ever 

know. To ensure the continuance of the museum, we must have more volunteers -of all ages. 

    We must move forward in establishing our museum in one place - hopefully the old theater building (which now 

houses our annex). We are hampered by the need for building repairs as well as electrical work, carpentry, etc.  We have 

been blessed to have our existing sites - but we need to  have one place and make it a more welcoming, pleasing space 

for our Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. 

    We would appreciate the assistance, ideas, and thoughts of you - our faithful readers and supporters. We wish you all 

the best. We are dedicated to preserving the past today for the future. 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

January 19, 2006—Historical Society monthly meeting 7 p.m  
 

Program: Handy Farm Placed on National Register by Billy Fowler 

Mr. Fowler will update the members on the meaning of the nomination, the nomination process, and 

discuss the history of the Handy Farm. This should be an interesting topic and everyone is welcome 

to attend the meeting which will be at 7 p.m. in the public library meeting room.  

 

February 16, 2006—Monthly Historical Society Meeting 7 p.m. Library 
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“Historical significance [per National Register]: The 

Handy Farm (HR-115) meets National Register Criterion 

A and is significant within the historic context 

‘Agriculture in Harrison County, Kentucky 1820-1920.’  

The area on top of the hill at the Handy Farm that in-

cludes the historic structures of Brown/Frazer/Handy 

house, rare early English Style Barn, late-nineteenth-

century breeding stable barn, and late-19th- or early-20th-

century tobacco barn, along with the open field that 

flows downward to the creek and highway below, capture 

the story of farming in Harrison County throughout the 

period of significance.  The Handy Farm is an excellent 

example of a family-owned-and-occupied farm and exem-

plifies prosperous agriculture in Harrison County, Ken-

tucky, 1820-1920.” 

 The property that later became the Handy Farm 

began when Col. William Brown acquired two parcels of 

land totaling 333.5 acres in 1816 from William Coleman 

and R. Naylor . The second owner was Dr. Joel C. Frazer, 

a physician who purchased the property in 1848. The 

boundaries of the farm generally followed the northern 

city limits of Cynthiana from the Licking River, follow-

ing Flat Run N.E. along the Oddville Pike to the Republi-

can Pike intersection; then north to Indian Creek, follow-

ing it west to the Licking River below the A. Keller Dam.  

 It is not documented exactly when the house was 

built. However, with the substantial wealth and local es-

teem that he had accumulated, along with the 1820 cen-

sus indication that Brown owned 14 slaves, his need for a 

substantial house and farm suggests that the main resi-

dence on the farm was built shortly after 1816 but prior to 

1820.  

 Brown seemed to have a successful farming op-

eration, for county tax records from 1824 list 120 horses, 

mares and mules I, which increased to 128 in 1828. Dr. 

Frazer continued to raise horses on a smaller scale, vary-

ing from 25 to 48. The farming operation included also 

cattle, sheep, hogs and crops of wheat, corn, and hay. 

Dairy products of butter and cheese were also produced. 

(For a study on a Harrison County antebellum farm, see 

“The Desha-Coleman Plantation by Elizabeth May on the 

history of the nearby former Duffy Farm, The Oaks, copy 

at the library or museum). 

Brown was born in Frederick County, Va., April 

19, 1779.  He moved with his father to Bourbon, County, 

Kentucky in 1784, and to Cynthiana about 1795. He stud-

ied law and was admitted to the bar and began to practice 

in 1807. He served in the War of 1812, first as a captain 

and then as a colonel. In 1816 he participated in the board 

The Handy Farm:  1818—2005 

Bill Penn and Billy S. Fowler 

of commissioners who planned and oversaw construction of 

the second Harrison County courthouse. Brown was elected 

a member of the State House of Representatives, then was 

elected to the Sixteenth Congress (March 4, 1819-March 3, 

1821), where he served with fellow Kentuckians Henry Clay 

and Thomas Metcalf in the session famous for the Missouri 

Compromise. He moved to Jacksonville, Morgan County, 

Ill., in 1832, where he died October 6, 1833. 

 During the Civil War, Frazer, a Union man, permit-

ted the 35th Ohio to establish Camp Frazer, named in his 

honor, on the western side of the former Old Falmouth Pike, 

along the ridge now occupied by the Burrier family resi-

dence. In 1862 fortifications were dug on Frazer’s property 

on the hillside facing Cynthiana, now part of the Burrier 

property between the Old Falmouth Pike abandoned roadbed 

and U.S. 27. 

 After Dr. Frazer’s death in 1863, the farm passed to 

his grandson, Joel H. Frazer, who named the farm Ridge-

way. 

Slaves of Brown and Frazer 

Colonel Brown’s slave ownership varied from as few as 10 

to as high as 27 during the period from 1817 through 1833. 

This apparent buying and selling of slaves would have creat-

ed the need for a means of confining unknown, unruly or un-

trusted slaves, and some speculate a room in the cellar [see 

photo below], with bars, could have been a slave pen. Slaves 

may have used other rooms in the cellar as living or work 

spaces for there are fireplaces present. 

 Dr. Frazer was as one of the nine largest slave own-

ers east of the South Fork Licking River in Harrison County. 

He owned 16 slaves between 1849 and 1852. 

Bars on the interior windows of this cellar room of the Handy 

house have led to speculation that slaves were temporarily held 
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W.T. Handy and his family lived here thirty-five years, until 

the death of Mrs. Handy. It was W.T. Handy that changed 

the name of the farm from Ridgeway to Chestnut Hall. He 

remodeled the house by adding wings, enlarging the second 

floor to its current full size, and adding a cupola. Stories are 

told that Handy would sit in a chair on the elevated walkway 

around the interior of the cupola and watch his horses being 

trained on the track that was located to the rear of the house.  

The Harrison County Courier, in Dec. 22, 1888, describes 

Chestnut Hall as “a nursery of the trotter: 

 

Mr. Handy means to draw buyers to him by 

demonstrating that he does breed and make 

ready for the road and track the class of harness 

horses most desirable….He has not entered up-

on the business as a past time, but as a serious 

life work, which must necessarily draw largely 

upon his time, his patience and his purse.  The 

main barn is an entirely new and rather expen-

sive structure.  The stalls are spacious and are 

so arranged as to easily [be] kept warm and 

snug in winter and well ventilated in sum-

mer….In the second story of this barn is stored 

the feed… A second barn is of older date and 

design, but such changes have been made in it 

as to make it conform to the requirements of a 

modern first class breeding establishment. 

 

There are three barns on the property that reflect the 

evolution of the farm, (see photo, p. 1) It is almost certain 

that the third barn and farthest from the house was added 

in the late 1800s or early 1900s, after tobacco became a 

major crop. The barn located closest to the house with 

many of the stalls still in place today is probably the breed-

ing stables described as new in 1888. The older barn, be-

tween the others, has been inspected by the Kentucky Her-

itage Council, who speculates that “…this central portion 

is an early barn of the English barn type, a common Ante-

bellum type of barn, now rather unusual to find surviving 

in central Kentucky. Construction of this building is most 

likely before 1850, perhaps as early as the 1830’s” 

The Courier article talks of the famous Sultan being 

purchased by W. T. Handy in partnership with W.H. Wilson 

of Abdallah Park, Cynthiana’s own famous race track, estab-

lished in 1875.  Sultan, along with Handy and Wilson, are 

mentioned in three separate New York Times articles dated 

March 6, 1890, December 12, 1891 and January 22, 1892.  

The last of these is notice of an auction of over 50 head held 

in New York City to “close out the TROTTING STUD of 

Messrs. WILSON & HANDY, Cynthiana, Ky.”  The auc-

tioneers arranged to have Sultan, in whom Wilson retained 

ownership, taken to New York and placed on exhibition to 

heighten interest in the sale.   

 

Handy remodeled and renamed Chestnut Hall in the 1880s, 

enlarging the second story with a cupola and adding wings. 

Photo, 1905, Cynthia Log Cabin, November 11, 1905. 

The barn closest to the house is believed to be the breeding 

stable for trotters built in the 1880s by Handy. Many of the 

stalls and doors remain unchanged from this period. 

This English-type barn, the oldest of three barns, was con-

structed between 1830-1850. Shown are elevated floors sup-

ported by hand-hewn log joists, which remain intact on one 

side of the barn.   
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Tax records for 1888 and 1890 indicate that his 

operation was in the top three trotter breeding establish-

ments in the county. One large farm owned by James L. 

Patterson listed 42 geldings, mares & colts for 1888 

which was the most for the county that year. [Patterson’s 

1,460 acre farm, Rural Choice, was near Silas Pike. The 

Museum has his saddlebags and pistol holsters, c. 1849.]  

As shown in the chart below, Patterson’s horses 

were valued much lower, therefore indicating that they 

were of a more common type, leaving the Handy, Wilson 

and Cromwell farms [Cromwell was on Old Lair Pike] as 

the top three. Other important facts shown in the chart is 

the value of the land per acre, which places the Handy 

Farm at the top of this list in 1888 and tied for the top 

spot in 1890. A review of the value of the geldings, mares 

and colts place Handy second only to his business partner 

and owner of Abdallah Park race track for trotters, W.H. 

Wilson [Wilson’s stable was at Abdallah Park see HHN 

July 2005 on Cynthiana’s racetrack.]. 

Clarence LeBus was the next owner of the Handy 

farm, purchasing it November 29, 1916 and retaining it 

until his death.  R.H. Wills is listed as the next owner of 

the Handy Farm, purchasing it from the Clarence LeBus 

estate in January 1932. R.H. Wills, like Handy before 

him, was also a well-known breeder of trotters.  Wills 

owned the farm about five years, and was most likely the 

last owner to occupy the grand old house. Two gentle-

men, a Mr. Peak and Mr. Florence were the next owners. 

 Peak and Florence owned the farm until 1945, 

when it was sold once again to a doctor, Dr. Charles 

Swinford.  Family members tell that Swinford said, as a 

small boy, that he would one day own the Handy Farm. 

Dr. Swinford owned the property until his death, and it 

was sold in his widow’s estate in 1998, but had shrunk to 

120.99 acres. A group of local farmers purchased the 

property and used the dwelling to house itinerant agricul-

tural workers. 

 The City of Cynthiana and Harrison County gov-

ernments purchased the house and surrounding acreage in 

2002. The remaining acreage is planned for development 

of a family style recreational park on the site  

 

Text of this article based on the National Register of Historic 

Places nomination form written by Billy Fowler and other 

sources. Copies are available at the Cynthiana-Harrison County 

Public Library. All photos courtesy of Sharon Fowler. 

The Handy Farm Ownership: 
 

1816—Colonel William Brown and 

heirs 

1848—Joel C. Frazer 

1863—Joel H. Frazer 

1883—William T. Handy 

1916—Clarence LeBus 

1932—W.H. Willis 

1937—Mr. Peak and Mr. Florence 

1945—Dr. Charles Swinford and 

heirs 

1998—local farmers 

2002—City of Cynthiana and Harri

 son County governments 

The Handy House today.  Photo, 2005, Sharon Fowler 

 

  

  

  

  

Year 

Chart based on Harri-

son Co. Tax Records/

Agricultural Census 

   

Farm Owner 

  

  

Acres of 

Farm 

  

  

  

$ Value per 

Acre 

  

  

  

  

Stallions 

  

  

Avg. $ Value 

of Stallions 

  

  

Geldings, 

Mares & 

Colts 

Avg. $ Value 

of Geldings, 

Mares & 

Colts 

1888 J.L. Patterson 1035 $40.00 1 $130.00 42 $38.00 

  W.H. Wilson 74 $75.68 2 $1,750.00 37 $86.49 

  J.W. Cromwell 125 $48.00 1 $1,000.00 35 $74.29 

  W. T. Handy 164 $80.00 1 $500.00 27 $75.00 

1890 W.H. Wilson 75 $80.00 21 $714.29 67 $104.48 

  J.W. Cromwell 312 $43.27 1 $1,000.00 40 $62.50 

  W.T. Handy 164 $80.00 3 $666.67 36 $85.56 
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From the President—Bob Owen 

meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 

16, 2006, the day I am scheduled to return 

from vacation. 

 Lastly, I ask that Society members 

attend the monthly meetings when possible. 

We invite guest speakers who come at their 

own expense and have interesting presenta-

tions and we should honor them with a good 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Handy House Scenes 
Photos by Sharon Fowler 

(left top) The full-length rear porch with semi-vaulted ceiling ap-

pears to be original to the house and probably had a full length 

bench against the brick wall. 

(above) The central entry way has a fanlight and sidelights and a 

detailed fluted wooden surround typical of Federal-era dwellings. 

(below) The original portion of the first floor has high quality Fed-

eral woodwork, including the central hall looking toward door to 

rear porch. 

(left, bottom) The dining room walnut mantel is a fine example of 

early nineteenth-century Adams style woodwork. It has reeded dou-

ble pilasters, urn carvings, and a double burst carved in the middle. 

The National Register nomination concluded, “ In spite of some…

[plaster and stairway damage] the interior of the house remains in 

very sound and relatively unchanged condition from the time of 

construction—1818 for the first floor and 1880s for the second 

floor and cupola.” 
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  Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications  
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, 

Cynthiana, KY  41031 (859-234-7179); open Fridays and Saturdays 10 AM - 5 PM: 

 
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the 

famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events 

connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp. Hardbound.  $20.00. 

- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.  This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of 

prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included.  

24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”.   $5.00 

- Cynthiana Since 1790.  Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each lot 

from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (See separate index 

below).   Paperback.   $20.00  

- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  

This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp. Paperback.  $3.00   

-  Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002).  Includes 1921-1922 

articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon moved to Lewis 

Co., Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early 1850s; he joined the 

CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The book includes several 

family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.  10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 

shipping.  Limited supply. 

- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.  Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. houses 

and the families who have occupied them.   Much material on Harrison Co. history.  Exterior and interior b & w photos of each 

house.  Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00  (An index is available for earlier editions, which had 

no index). 

- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat 

columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY).  A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, 

including fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. 

Sometimes he quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting 

personalities from his career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors.  Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 

21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp.  (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),  $10 plus $3 shipping.   

 

Shipping/handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of  $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted 

above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply.  No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana 

Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.”  No credit 

cards.  Prices/fees subject to change. 

Harrison County, KY, on the Internet 
(e-mail editor other sites) 

Www.harrisoncountyky.us/historical-society—the official Web site of the Harrison County Historical Society, 

hosted courtesy of Phillip Naff. Information on membership, officers, programs, and links to useful Harrison County 

genealogy and historical information. 

 

- www.cynthianaky.com -  Harrison Heritage News back issues from vol. 1 no. 1 are archived under Community 

Life/Historical Society link. (Internet search engine www.google.com searches these back issues.)  Church photos, 

history and other information is on this site. HHN annual index in Dec or Jan issues. 

- www.battleofcynthiana.org -  Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment Information -  

- www.ramsha1780.org -  Hinkson and Ruddle Station Historical Society:   

- www.savehandyheritage.org - Promotes preservation of the Handy House; Brown/Frazer/Handy family 

ownership history; Civil War and Camp Frazer connections; early barn; slave quarters; photos of site. 

MEMBERSHIPS NOW DUE FOR 2006—Dues per household is $12 due January. Bring to the next meeting or 

mail check to: Harrison County Historical Society, P. O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031. Include your mailing 

address. Membership includes a monthly newsletter, monthly programs of historical interest, and the satisfaction 

of contributing to preserving the history of our city and county. 


