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 On Saturday, June 25th, I had the 

pleasure of joining the Ruddle’s and 

Martin’s Stations Historical Associa-

tion at their meeting at the Harrison 

County 4-H Fair Grounds.  At the 

meeting, they had a genealogy swap 

and an historical presentation followed 

by a potluck lunch.   

 After lunch, the group trav-

eled out to Tony Herrington’s farm off 

Old Lair Road to visit the Ruddle's 

Station site/monument and the adjacent 

burial vault. Five Revolutionary era re-

enactors from Louisville in period cos-

tume as soldiers/militia and two others 

in frontier clothing participated in the 

meeting and ceremonies at the fort site.  

At the site, the Association placed a 

wreath at the monument in commemo-

ration of the early pioneers who lived 

and died there. The re-enactors assisted 

in the wreath laying by marching in 

Continued on page  5 

Abdallah Park - W. H. Wilson’s Cynthiana Racetrack  
Bill Penn 

in 1873, he supported harness racing as one 

of the founders of the Red Mile in 1875, 

was its first secretary, and later president in 

1883, and was one of the original members 

of the Kentucky Trotting Horse Breeding 

Association. 2  Wilson is considered the 

first man to realize that Kentucky was 

“destined to become the great center of 

trotting horse production.” He established 

Ashland Park stock farm “on the Preston 

place” near Lexington and brought in from 

New York the former world record holder 

George Wilkes under a partnership ar-

rangement with the Simmons brothers. 3

 The brothers broke the joint ven-

ture and Wilson moved his operation to 

Cynthiana as Abdallah Park, named for 

(Continued on page 3) 

Abdallah Park stood on the south-

east edge of Cynthiana on the 

ground later occupied by the Lad-

ish company, at the end of the pre-

sent Waterworks/Abdallah Park 

Road, opposite the Ladish Road 

bridge. The trotting track, stables, 

and later, grandstand, were built by 

William Henry Wilson,   who was 

born in 1837 in Whiteside County, 

Illinois. After moving to Kentucky, 

he married Anna Eliza Cook on 

January 19, 1861, whose family 

was in the distilling business at 

Cynthiana. After the marriage, the 

couple lived in Covington, Lexing-

ton and then moved to Cynthiana.1 

  After moving to Lexington 

President’s Corner 
Bob Owen 

Abdallah Park, Cynthiana, Ky., with insert of founder W. H. Wilson. A two-story house is 

visible on the right.  The racetrack for harness racing was built in 1875; grandstand added 

about 1890, and destroyed by fire in 1927. Photo, c. 1890s, courtesy of Charley Feix 

(Left) W. H. Wil-

son, shown in 

later years, is cited 

in The Kentucky 

Harness Horse as 

a pioneer in Ken-

tucky trotting 

horse breeding. 

Photo from The 

Kentucky Harness 

Horse (U. Press of 

Ky., 1978, p.28) 

Wilson’s 1881 

breeding catalog 

listed 92 stal-

lions, brood-

mares, and trot-

ters. Courtesy of 

Charley Feix. 
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Underground Railroad Subject of June 16th, 

2005, Meeting 
Alicestyne Turley-Adams presented a slide show 

about the Underground Railroad Research Institute, 

Georgetown College. She answered many questions 

from the membership concerning slavery, the 

Underground Railroad and how they influenced our 

local area, Kentucky and the country. She also 

talked of how these subjects are generating a lot of 

interest today. The Underground Railroad Research 

Institute works in conjunction with the NPS 

Network to Freedom Program and is primarily 

concerned with the years 1830 to 1865 when most 

antislavery advocates abandoned their hope for 

gradual emancipation and adopted immediate 

abolition of slavery as their goal. Their web site is 

www.ugrri.org. 

Business Meeting: A suggestion was made to do 

something such as a plaque to permanently honor 

the late George Slade’s contributions to the society 

and the museum. Dorothy Slade mentioned that 

there was a plaque at the engraver having George's 

name added. Dorothy reported that Grist Mill Day 

generated $725 in donations to the museum. Bob 

Owen mentioned that there has been some 

discussion of the need to raise the cost of dues at 

least enough to cover the cost of printing and 

mailing the newsletter. Bob Owen has been 

contacted by an Illinois family who may donate 

some family letters dating back to the Civil War 

and that we might be able to get them for the 

museum.  Motion: The membership voted to pay 

approximately $66 for fence posts that Harold 

Slade has ordered to replace bad ones at the Old 

Cemetery on Main Street around the restored 

horseshoe-shaped driveway. 

UPCOMING MEETING PROGRAMS 
 July 21—Don Lee, with the Ruddle’s & Martin’s 

Station Historic Association.  

August 18—Charlene Wilson—Harrison County’s 

One Room Schools. 

September 15—Jill Morgan—Purple House Press, 

publisher of out-of-print children’s books. 

All meetings 7 p.m. at Cynthiana library, Main St.; 

enter from rear (City Hall parking lot). 

Harrison County Historical 

Society 
Bob Owen, President 

Billy Fowler, Vice President 

Janie Whitehead, Secretary 
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer 

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
 

112 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031 Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat 

Martha Barnes, President 

Remembering George Slade 

Having read Bill's lovely tribute to our George [this is-
sue], I indeed am touched.  What a special historian, 
what a special gentleman! Bill truly was a good friend to 
George - and George was a good friend to Bill.  George 
was a good friend to me as well- as he was to so many. 
We shared that common interest in history - particularly 
the history of this community and its people. 
     George loved literature - and he knew that I do, too. 
When I visited him (oh, how I wish that I had done that 
more), we often would discuss favorite poems and favor-
ite authors - sometimes we quoted poetry. I was certain 
that there would be poetry read at his memorial service. 
     George enjoyed writing.  When we had the soiree at 
the post office to await Lucinda Boyd, it was George who 
wrote the winning letter as Mrs. Boyd had requested in 
the last chapter of her book.  George took his letter out-
side to give to the figure in black on horseback. He was 
delighted.  Was it really Lucinda Boyd?  He loved ghost 
stories. 
    He was a storyteller.  I loved to hear him tell of the 
ghostly voices of Mac and Elizabeth at the old log cabin 
(WCYN).  Another of his favorite stories was about the 
excellent fish sandwiches at a poolroom - a fave of local 
citizenry. When the poolroom closed, he was hired to 
clean out the establishment.  George enjoyed telling 
what he found in the bottom of the deep fryer when he 
emptied the cooking oil. And then he would chuckle. 
     What a fun fellow George was!  He delighted in cos-
tumes and silly hats.  I remember that he dressed as a 
sheik for one of the museum grist mill days. If Helen had 
not been with him, many of us would not have recog-
nized him. 
    When the museum first opened, we searched for 
items to use. As Joyce Stanley was opening her 
shop  (today the site of Especially for You), she gave us 
permission to look in the basement.  We found several 
Patton's receipts - but our greatest "find" was a manne-
quin.  George proudly carried the tall sparsely clothed 
lady down Main Street. How we laughed! 
     We will be celebrating the museum's 11th anniver-
sary on July 22-23. WCYN's "Coffee Break" hosted by 
Rick Chasteen will be broadcast from the museum an-
nex on Friday, July 22. (George's monthly history pro-
gram on WCYN was a huge favorite of listeners). Be a 
part of our celebration.  Come join us as we remember, 
appreciate, and pledge to move ever onward. 
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Abdallah, a famous stallion foaled in 1823 who sired 

Hambletonian, “the great father of trotters.”4 

 Up to then, the Harrison County fairgrounds had 

been located since 1856  on the White Oak Pike, on the 

north side of the road just outside the city limits. After  

Abdallah Park was established in 1875 on 53 acres pur-

chased from the Magee farm, the fairgrounds moved to 

the new location and county fairs were held here with 

the Elks and Ancient order of United Workmen sponsor-

ing exhibitions. Probably bleachers were used prior to 

the erection of a large Victorian-era grandstand about 

1889.5  For better access to Abdallah Park, Wilson built 

an extension of South Church Street with a railroad 

crossing, named Fairgrounds Road on some maps. Also 

on the property through the years had been stables, a 

hostler (inn), a large tenant house, a keeper’s house and 

a judges’ stand.6  

 Wilson’s park employed thirty workers and re-

portedly made an average profit of $150,000 after ex-

penses of $40-50,000 a year, bringing in $50,000 in 

county tax revenue.7  Wilson’s Abdallah Park breeding 

operation was nationally recognized, and required a 129

-page catalog to describe the 92 “Stallions, Brood 

Mares, Produce and Trotters” he owned. His stable in-

cluded Sultan, Sterling, Smuggler, Eva, Sweetheart, 

Stamboul, Pacing Abdallah, and his “greatest breeding 

triumph,” McKinney, born 1887 at Abdallah Park.  Lady 

de Jarnette, a filly, “reigned queen of the show ring in 

the decade embracing the late seventies and early eight-

ies...”. 8   

 Mr. Wilson died July 14, 1892, however his 

wife lived until 1926. Both are buried in Battle Grove 

Cemetery, section F. Later owners of Abdallah Park in-

cluded Benjamin Hey of Cincinnati (d. 1918) and in the 

1920s, Clarence Lebus. In 1927 the old grandstand was 

destroyed by fire at night, thought at the time to be an 

act of arson. The Democrat stated, “Since the Park came 

into the possession of Clarence LeBus its use as a trot-

ting track and fairgrounds had been discontinued, and 

the grandstand had been boarded up, remodeled and 

converted into one of the largest barns in Kentucky.” It 

measured an immense 100’ by 400’. “[By 1927]...the 

track had been plowed up, the infield had been devoted 

to tobacco, the Cynthiana Livestock Sales Co. had its 

sheds in the field, a spur from the L&N Railroad cut 

across the infield, and the Park would not be able to rec-

ognize itself if its spirit could have returned.”9 

 After the fire, the grounds remained stockyards 

into the 1950s, for I remember visiting them with my 

grandfather, W. A. “Alec” Penn. The site was later 

cleared for the Ladish company building, which remains 

today, with new occupants. 

(Abdallah Park & W. H. Wilson - Continued from page 1) 

(Above) Lady de Jarnette was purchased as a filly by W. H. 

Wilson, and according to Cromwell’s Comments (2002), p. 

128, developed into the greatest show mare of her generation 

in the late 1870s. Print, “Lady de Jarnette, the Handsomest 

Horse in America, As Shown in Every day Use by Her Own-

er, W. H. Wilson, Abdallah Park, Cynthiana, Ky,” courtesy 

of Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. 

Notes: 
1. Cynthiana Democrat, 10/10/68; 1/6/27; 7/13/26 . 

2. Lowry, B., A Century of Speed: The Red Mile 1875-1975, p. 

12.; Busbey, Hamilton, Recollections of Men and Horses,  

308-310. 

3. McCarr, Ken, The Kentucky Harness Horse, p. 26-33. 

4. Recollections of Men and Horses, 308-310; Kentucky Har-

ness Horse, 7. 

5. Cynthiana Democrat, June 22, 1889; Harr. Co. deed 37-341. 

6. The Kentucky Harness Horse, 129;  Democrat, 10/10/68; 

Sanborn Map, Cynthiana, 1916. Abdallah Park was not on 

Sanborn maps examined at Ky Historical Society website. 

7. Lucinda Boyd, Chronicles of Cynthiana, 117. 

8. 8. Recollections of Men and Horses, 308-310; Cromwell, 

John M., Cromwell’s Comments, 128-129, Wilson, W. H., 

Abdallah Park, catalog, 1881; The Kentucky Harness Horse, 

63. 

9. Charley Feix “Abdallah Park” files;  Democrat, 10/10/68. 

For further reading: 

McCarr, Ken, The Kentucky Harness Horse (University Press of 

Kentucky, 1978); John M. Cromwell, Cromwell’s Comments (see 

index for “Lady de Jarnette” and “Abdallah Park.”  

“W. H. Wilson 

Abdallah Park” 

and “Stables” 

on detail of the 

1877 Beers 

Harrison Co. 

map. The 

McGee 

(Magee) stone 

house still 

stands in Park-

land Heights.  
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  OUR HISTORIANS: GEORGE D. SLADE 
Bill Penn 

George D. Slade was born in Harrison 

County March 12, 1916, and died in 

Cynthiana, June 6, 2005. (See 

obituary, Cynthiana Democrat, June 

9, 2005). George’s many important 

contributions to preserving Harrison 

County’s history will be difficult to 

summarize on one page, but an 

attempt will be made.  

 George was an early member 

of the Harrison County Historical So-

ciety and occasionally contributed 

programs. One was on his former 

business of cultivating Irises that at-

tracted his cousin, Harold Slade, to 

attend, which led to Harold’s long-

time involvement with the historical 

society and museum. George and his 

wife Helen were not able to attend 

meetings in recent years due to 

Helen’s health problems, George’s 

hearing difficulties, and more recent-

ly, his declining health. 

 George was one of the found-

ers and trustees of the Harrison Coun-

ty Trust, Inc., which organized the 

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 

in 1994; he was active in acquiring 

artifacts, as was his cousin Harold, 

who now volunteers as curator. 

George enjoyed working at the muse-

um and was often consulted on local 

history questions from visitors. 

 When the Harrison Heritage 

News began publishing monthly in 

March 2000, George wrote his first 

History Notes column and continued 

writing feature articles which were 

published up to the month before his 

death. These articles covered a broad 

range, including ghost stories, jails, 

courthouse, churches, Cromwell’s 

Comments columns, whiskey indus-

try, railroad, A. Keller, schools, maple 

sugar, droughts, post office, chickens, 

buggies, baseball, hot air balloons,  

hemp, L.L.L. highway, steam engines, 

hog days, kitchen stove, community 

histories, and one of his last, privies. 

 There will be more George 

Slade articles for I believe he has 

left many unpublished writings in 

his files. 

 George had several subjects 

that seemed to hold his interest. One 

was the Graveyard, and his manu-

script on its history, assembled with 

contributions from Harold Slade, is 

available at the Museum. He also 

researched the history of the Cyn-

thiana First Methodist Church. He 

compiled several useful reference 

lists which were published in this 

newsletter on important dates in 

Harrison County history, a list of 

major fires, and lists of “whatever 

happened to” in an effort to locate 

missing historical artifacts.  

 George helped organize the 

“I Waited For Lucinda Boyd” cele-

bration at the Cynthiana Post Office 

December 10, 1993, the date Mrs. 

Boyd stated in her Chronicles of 

Cynthiana she would return at mid-

night. He read the chapter on 

Sheely’s ghost to an attentive 

crowd.  

 Most of Harrison County’s 

citizens knew George through his 

“Museum Musings” weekly column 

in the Cynthiana Democrat. This 

popular column started about the 

time the Museum was established and 

was intended to bring an awareness to 

Harrison County’s history and to at-

tract visitors to the Museum. The con-

tents were usually newspaper excerpts 

from the 1840s up to the 1970s or so, 

often all on the same subject, ending 

with a Burma Shave road sign verse. 

Other sources were Col. Moore’s  rem-

iniscences, and more frequently, the 

Democrat columns of John M. Crom-

well, “Cromwell’s Comments.” 

 George had photocopied from 

microfilm all of the Cromwell’s Com-

ments columns from 1928 to 1940, 

which led to his first book, which we 

co-edited, Cromwell’s Comments, pub-

lished by the Cynthiana Democrat in 

2002. This book, indexed and illustrat-

ed, which documents Cynthiana’s his-

tory up to 1940, would not have been 

feasible without the availability of the 

columns he printed out. His many an-

notations in the book’s footnotes are 

valuable for clarifying or sometimes 

correcting Cromwell’s writings, and 

for identifying the exact addresses of 

sites Cromwell referred to. 

 George Slade’s last book, Rail-

roads in Harrison County, Kentucky, 

was published only a month before he 

died, but unfortunately, he was too ill 

to participate in a celebratory book 

signing event. This book will be a last-

ing contribution to not only Harrison 

County’s railroad history, but will be 

of interest to railfans regionally. Both 

of the books George published are on 

the shelves of the Kentucky History 

Center research library. 

 George Slade left his extensive 

research files to me, which I will place 

at the Museum for researchers to use, 

as he would have wanted available to 

those following in his footsteps, pre-

serving Harrison County’s history. 

“Our Historians” past columns featured 

Lucinda Boyd, Nov-2000, and John M. 

Cromwell, Dec-2000. 

George Slade enjoyed a good ghost 

story, such as the murder of fiddler 

Coleman Maybrier, whose grave he 

visited (see Dec-04). Photo 2004. 
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formation to the monument, presenting arms while the wreath 

was placed, and then firing a volley in salute.  

 Afterwards, the group proceeded to the burial vault 

which is in a cliff on the banks of the Licking River a short dis-

tance from the fort site. The vault was open so the grave mark-

ings could be read.  If you would like to know more about the 

Ruddle’s Fort and the Association, visit their web site at http://

www.ramsha1780.org. They even have a list of the captives and 

survivors of the Ruddle’s and Martin’s Forts. 

 To continue with the fine efforts of the past, we need 

resources, members and funds. In relation to the former, I am 

pleading with all members to attend the monthly meetings and 

bring a friend  who will hopefully be inspired to join. We need 

new blood to keep the organization viable and useful. In addi-

tion, we have been fortunate to get some excellent presenters 

and in support of their contribution, we owe them a reasonably 

sized audience.  Last month’s presentation on the Underground 

Railroad in Kentucky was very interesting. 

 In relation to the latter, I introduced the idea of raising 

the dues, in great part to cover the rising costs of producing and 

mailing the Society’s newsletter. As you know, current dues are 

$5.00 per year. Thankfully, we have received donations that 

have helped to cover costs. This issue will be discussed at the 

July meeting. I realize that higher costs are impacting everyone 

today, but I think everyone would rather pay a little more for a 

good cause rather than seeing the monthly newsletters being 

reduced to bi-monthly. 

 And lastly, speaking of presentations, we are actively 

soliciting ideas for future presenters. Please contact me if you 

have someone in mind. My phone is 859-234-3554 and my 

email is robert_owen@bellsouth.net.  
 

Editor’s Note: For further reading on Ruddle’s Station: 

Nancy O’Malley, Stockading Up, (1994) (out of print; copy at 

museum). Maud Ward Lafferty, The Destruction of Ruddle’s 

and Martin’s Forts. Out of print. Copy at Cynthiana-Harrison 

Co. Library. Richard Taylor, Virginia’s Western War. 

(President’s Corner—continued from page 1) 

For Railfans and History Buffs: New Harrison County Railroad Book 
Railroads in Harrison County, Kentucky by George D. Slade. This book traces the building of the Covington & 

Lexington Railroad through the county; the barbecue celebrating the arrival of the tracks to Cynthiana; L&N’s 

development and the county depots and bridges; Southern Railroad in the county; the role of the county’s railroad in 

the Civil War, W.W. I and W.W.II.;  rail crossings safety issues; many illustrations including photos and floor plans 

of Harrison County depots; photos of bridges; historic photos of railroad scenes, section crews, excursion ads, and 

vintage maps.  82 pages, introduction, endnotes.  Paperback , $15.90 plus $3 shipping, from Historic Midway Muse-

um Store, 124 E. Railroad St., PO Box 4592, Midway, KY 40347, phone 859-846-4214, or leave name and address 

at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum for delivery. A portion of the book sales will be donated to the Harrison 

County Historical Society.  

Query: Early Harrison County Tombstone—Mary Hampton, 1747-1804 
On the former W. O. Penn farm, about one mile south of Renaker on the Renaker-Rutland Pike, was found in the 

1960s a tombstone in an old Barnes family cemetery, marked: “Oc.9, 1804, HEAR LYES MARY HAMPTON 

AGED 57.” She would have thus been born in 1747. Can anyone identify this person. Contact Bill Penn, 423 Mill 

Road, Midway, Ky. 40347 or e-mail pennwma@aol.com. 

Abdallah Park, Cynthiana, Ky. 

Picture gallery 

(Above) Abdallah Park, Cynthiana, Ky.,  scene showing a large 

crowd in attendance. Photo, c. 1890s, A Century of Speed: The 

Red Mile 1875-1975. 

(Below) “Pacing Abdallah in Harness,” print on back cover of 

W. H. Wilson’s 1881 breeding catalog for Abdallah Park. 

Courtesy of Charley Feix. 
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